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traditional female identity. Twentiethcentery Western women is truly an
anderogynous creature. She is both virile and feminine , and she slips out of one
role and into another according to the time of day or at different times in her life.
She is unwilling to forgo anything , and walks a tightrope — by no means always
easy to do between her female and male desire. By turns passive and
active,devoted mothers and ambitious egoists, gentle and aggressive , patient and
commanding, modern women have shuffled the identity cards that they were
dealt (badinter 1aab)
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