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SUMMARY
Ottoman Administration in Baghdad Province
«Wilayat» '
.. since the era of the Governor Midhat Pasha until the
end of Ottoman period , 1869 - 1917.

This dissertation is consecrated to the study of the Ottoman admi-
nistration in the Province «Wilayat» of Baghdad since 1869 when early
that year Midhat Pasha, one of the Ottoman state reformers, was
appointed as its governor, until the end of the Ottoman rule in 1917,
the year in which the British army occupied the city of Baghdad, when
First World War which already broken out.

The year 1869 actually marks the beginning of one of the disting-
uished eras of Ottoman rule in Baghdad, when governor Midhat Pasha
started the application of the Ottoman reformatory regulations and
laws in Baghdad Province, enacted by the state during the «Tanzemat»
era, which began by the promulgation of the reformatory decree «Hat-
ti Cherif of Guthane» in 1839 and came to an end with the proclama-
tion of the Ottoman constitution in 1876.

The application of the «Tanzemat» regulations and laws in Bagh-
dad required the formation of a new Ottoman administration there,
and Midhat Pasha began to lay down the props of its structure when he
set out to organize the administrative system in the Province in accord-
ance with the stipulations of regulations laid down for running the
affairs of the provinces in 1864 and established a number of various
governmental bodies. This new administration, the organs of which
were run by specified instructions and systems, preserved its
framework until culmination of the Ottoman era in the Baghdad Pro-
vince .
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The study of the Ottoman Administration in Baghdad covered all
cvil, military and judicial bodies, and the nature of tasks it performed,
in addition to the systems which it followed .

The importance of this research and reasons for its choice, s due
to the fact that it deals with a very important facct of the modern his-
tory of Iraq which still Lacks further rescarches and studies particularly
with regard to its cultural aspects, with a view to highlighting 1its various
components. It should also be noted that the recent Ottoman cra in
Baghdad, which lasted for approximately half a century and began by
the appointment of Midhat Pasha as governor of the «Wilayat» in
1869, has actually formulated a distinguished era in the history of both
Baghdad, modern and contemporary Iraq, during which the country
entered a new stage and witnessed its first steps on the road to prog-
ress, in an attempt to keep pace with its convoy. This is why this era re-
quires a scientific searching look, taking into account all its facets, con-
sidering that it is closely related to the near and present history of Iraq.
It goes without saying that the Ottoman Administration in the Bagh-

dad Province 1s only one major aspect .

The research is divided into a preface, an introduction and cight
chapters. The preface deals with the Ottoman «Tanzimat» and their
impact on the administration of Baghdad Province. By the term «Tan-
zimat» is meant the movement of reforms which took place in the
Ottoman state during the period from 1839 to 1876. The rescarcher
has found out that the nature of the topic requires the carrying out of a
concise and concentrated study covering the «Tanzimat» period and
elucidation of its impact on the Ottoman administration of Baghdad
Province before 1869, considering that the « Tanzimat» have drawn the
Ottoman state from the conditions of the Middle Ages within which it
was living to other conditions under which it began to be a modern
state, having its systems, laws and constitution. This evolution was re-
flected on the provinces falliny under its rule, including Baghdad,
where the influence of these «Tanzimat» never came to a halt at the
year 1869, but were rather extended to approximately the end of the
Ottoman rule in the province .
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The introduction has cared to study in brief the Ottoman adminis-
tration in Baghdad province as from the end of the «Mamluks» reign
up to the rule of governor Midhat Pasha (1831-1869), being a disting-
uished period in the history of Ottoman Baghdad, during which the
Ottoman state recovered its direct control of the province after putting
an end to the reign of Mamluks Pashas who were about to take hold of
it . During that period the state was bent on stabilizing the props of its’
rule in that part of its territory and attempting to introduce some of
«Tanzimat» reforms therein.

The first chapter deals with the geography of Baghdad province
and its administrative partitions and studies its sight, boundaries, its
surface, climate, means of communication and population, in addition
to its administrative divisions since 1869 . This geographic study came
as a consequence to the researcher’s belief in its importance and influ-
ence on the performance of the public administration and level of effi-
ciency.

The second chapter broached the study of the organ of civil admi-
nistration in Baghdad, capital of the province and centres of the admi-
nistrative units subordinated to it . The study also considered the role
played by Midhat Pasha in the reform of the administrative system, na-
ture of the work and functions of each administrative unit, and the
most important functionaries of civil administration therein, starting
by the «Wilayat» and ending by the village.

The third chapter was consecrated to studying the administrative
councils and municipalities established in the capital of the province
and its other units. The setting up of these councils aimed at helping
the governor and heads of the administrative units in carrying out the
functions and burdens of public administration and bestowing a tinc-
ture of decentralization on Ottoman Administration .

The fourth chapter considered the military and security organ in
the Province, including the sixth Ottoman Army which made Baghdad
a center for its residence. This chapter also studied the administrative
tasks carried out by this Army, which made it a supi)ort and a fun-
damental partner to the civil administration in the Wilayat concerning
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the duties and functions confided to it . The study was also extended to
include the military movements of the Army, the compulsory military
service and its laws, personal status, public security and order forces.

The fifth chapter was consecrated to studying the judicial body in
Baghdad Province, with special reference to its Islamic legal and civil
institutions and courts, the laws and systems it adopted, the functions
it performed and duties assigned to its judges, and other circuit presi-
dents.

The sixth chapter mainly studied the financial administration and
its various branches, the different taxes and duties imposed on the in-
habitants of Baghdad province, and methods of levying and the annual
budget of the Wilayat.

The seventh chapter is focused on the study of the government de-
partments whose functions were concerned with lands and real estate.
These are: the «Wakfs», Saniya lands Administration i.e., (Lands
owned by Sultan Abdul Hamid the second), the Agriculture Depart-
ment, Veterinary Administration, peasants Advances Fund and the
«Tapu» Administration i.e., (Land Registry).

The eighth chapter, which is the last chapter, focused on the study
of the public services Administrations, confined to the Education De-
partment and the printing Department of the Wilayat in respect of
education and culture, the kazemya Tram and riverine steamers admi-
nistrations which were named: the Oman Ottoman Administration,
Telegraph and Mail Administration as far as communications are con-
cerned, the Wilayat public Health Establishment and the Baghdad
Hospital Directorate, in respect of the public health services, in addi-
tion to the Nafia (Public Works) Department.
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