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FRANCES WOOD

Did Marco Polo Go to China

NOTE ON THE TEXT

I have decided to retain the spelling, punctuation, errors and

oddities of the original register keepers, journal writers, etc.,

cspecially in the transcription of medieval French and Latin,
for which correction would be inappropriate.

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of
this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording,
or any information storage and retricval system, without permission in
writing from the publisher.

Copyright (c) 1995, 1996 by Frances Wood. The author has asserted
her moral rights.

Published in 1996 in the United States of America by Westview Press,
5500 Central Avenue, Boulder, Colorado 80301-2877.

First published in Great Britain in 1995 by Martin Secker; Warburg
Limited, an imprint of Reed Books Limited, Michelin House, §1
Fulham Road, London SW3 6RB and Auckland, Melbourne,
Singapore and Toronto.

A CIP catalog record for this book is available from the Library of
Congress,

ISBN 0-8133-8998-4 (cloth)

The paper uscd in this publication meets the requiremenis of the
American National Standard for Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials z39.48-1984.
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1- Colonel Sir Henry Yule, The Travels of Marco Polo: The complete
Yule-Cordier edition (1903), 1920; New York, 1993, vol, 1, pp. 4-6.

2- Tlerbert Iranke, 'Sino-Western relations under the Mongol Lmpire’,
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, 6 (ong
Kong, 1966), pp. 49-72, reprinted in a collected volume of Franke’s
work, China Under Mogol Rule (Aldershot, 1994), For a hibliography,
see H. Watanabe, Marco Polo Bibliography 1477-1983 (Tokyo, 1986).

3- Divisament dou Monde.
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1- See, for example, Jin Buhong, In the Fi ootsteps of Marco Polo (Peking,
1989).

2- Ronald Latham, Marco Polo: The Travels (Harmondsworth, 1958), p.
51,

3-  Ibid., p. 62.
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Ibid., p. 87.

Ibid., p. 330.
Ibid., p. 165.
Ibid., p. 259.

Siv Henry Yule, The Travels of Marco Polo: the complete Yule-Cordier
edition (1903, 1920; New York, 1993), vol. 2, p. 107,

Ibid., vol 2, p. 117.
Ibid., vol 2, p. 130.
Lattham, Marco Polo, p. 312,
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Francis Woodman Cleaves, A Chinese source bearing upon Marco
Polo’s departure {rom China and a Persian source on his arrival in
Persia’, Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 36 (Cambridge, Mass.,
1976), pp. 181-203.

Yang Zhijiu, "Make Polou li hua de yi duan hanwen jicai' in Xu
Shixiong, Make Polou jieshau yu yanjiv (Peking, 1983), pp. 169-78.
Cleaves, A Chinese Source’, p. 192,

The texts are generally brocken into short sections, but for convenie-

nce, [ am following the chapter headings wsed by Latham in his
edition Marco Polo: The Travels,

Latham, Marco Polo, p. 45.
Latham, Marco Polo, p.58.
Latham, Marco Polo, p.60.
Latham, Marco Polo, p.65. ,
Latham, Marco Polo, p. 77-8.

According to Yule, "an expression on which no light has been thrown
since Ramusio’s time,” but which he nevertheless defines as "a sort of
steel surpassing value and excellence’. Colonel Sir Heary Yule, The
Travels of Marco Polo: the complete Yule-Cordier edition (1903, 1920;
New York, 1903), vol. 1, p. 93.

Latham, Marco Polo, p. 89.
Ibid., pp. 89-90.

Ibid,, p. 92,

Ibid., p. 163.

Ibid., p. 201.



28- Ibid., p. 199.
29- bid., p. 206.
30- Ibid., pp. 207-8.
31- Ibid., p. 213.

32- Jacques Gernet, Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Conquest
(Stanford, 1970), pp. 19, 30, 38.

33~ Latham, Marco Polo, p. 240,
34- Ibid., p. 254.
35- Ibid., p. 266.
36- 1bid., p.204.

37- A. C. Moule and Paul Pclliol, Marco Polo: The Travels (London,
1938

38- Ibid., p. vi.
39- Ibid., p. viii.
40~ Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities (London 1974), p. 5.
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I- Roland Latham, Marco Polo: The Travels (Llarmondsworth, 1958),
pp. 33-4.

2- Colonel Sir Henry Yule, The Travels of Marco Polo: The complete
Yule-Cordier edition (1903, 1920; New York, 1993), vol. 1, p. 58; and
John Citchley, Marco Polo's Book (Aldershot, 1992), pp. 2-8,

3-  Amenilies of Literature,
4- Luigi Foscolo Bencdetlo, 1 Milione (Ilorence, 1928), p. xviii.
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6- Michael Prestwich, Fdward I (London, 1988), p. 6.
7- Ibid., p. 118.

8- Meliadus.
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Journal of Asiatic Studies, 43/2 (Cambridge, Mass., 1983), p. 645 and
Fan Tsen-chung, *Dr, Johnson and Chinese Culture’, in Nine Dragon
Screen (London, 1945), pp. 15-18, where he suggests that Johnson’s
inspiration may have been Du Halde.

2-  James Boswell, The Life of Johnson (London, 1933), vol. 2, p. 193.

3-  Sir George Staunton, 4n authentic account of the embassy from the
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2~ Herbert Franke, 'Sino-Western relations under the Mongol Empire’,

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, Hong Kong,
1966, pp. 54-5.

3- Leonardo Olshki, Guillaume Boucher: a French artist at the court of
the Khans, (Baltimore, 1946), {rom where I have taken the Rubruck
quotations. Leonardo Olshki’s scholarship was wide-ranging, but is
not well enough known; Guillaume Boucher merits reprinting - its
appcarance after the war means that too few librarics hold the
original, I am grateful to his nephew Mr, Roscnthal for showing me
Arthur R, Evang’ article, *Leonardo Olshki, 1885-1961°, in Romance
Philosophy, xxxi/l, Stanflord, 1977.

4~ David Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford, 1986), pp. 137-9 and J. R. S.
Philips, The Medieval Expansion of Europe (Oxford, 1988), p. 61.

5- Ibid., p. 125,
6- Leonardo Olshki, Marco Polo's Asia (Berkeley, 1960), p. 67.
7- Morgan, The Mongols, p. 116.

8~ Olschki, Guillaume Boucher, for further quotations from Rubruck and
for the description of the wine-dispensing machine,

9-  Chen Yuan, Western and Central Asians in China Under the Mongols
{Los Angeles, 1966), p. 221,

10- Ibid., p. 219.

11- C. P. Fitzgerald, Barbarian Beds: the origin of the chair in China
(London, 1965).

12- Chen, Western and Central Asians, p. 221,
13- Ibid., p. 221.
14- Morgan, The Mongols, p. 84.

15- E. O. Reischauer and J. K. Fairbank, East Asia: The Great Tradition
(Boston, 1960), p. 266.
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18- Ronald Latham, Marco Polo: the Travels, (Harmondsworth, 1958),
pp. 207-8.

19- A, C. Moule and Paul Pelliot, Marco Polo: The Travels (London,
1938), vol. 1, p. 27,
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3~ Navigationi et Viaggi.
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4- British Library, Additional MS 12475.
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Yule-Cordier edition (1903, 1920; New York, 1993), vol. 1, p. 78.

6- Yule and Paul Pelliot, Marco Polo: The Travels (London, 1938), vol.
2, pp. 17-19.

7~ Yule, The Travels, vol. 2, pp. 17-19.
8- Moule and Pelliot, Marco Polo, vol. 2, pp. 15-19.
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- Clarence Dalrymple Bruce, In the Footsteps of Marco Polo, (London,
1907), p. 171.

2- Translation by Juan Gil, Madrid, Testimonio, 1986,

3- C. W. R. D. Moscley (ed.), The Travels of Sir John Mandeville
(Harmondsworth, 1983), pp. 9-10.

4- Ibid., p. 9.
5- The Antipodes
6- Ibid., pp. 9, 33.
7- Ibid., p. 19.

8- Colonel Sir Henry Yule, Cathay and the Way Thither (London, 1916),
p. 125

205



fepall ol g cla glgs p$h

9-  Herbert Franke, 'Sino-Western relations under the Mongol Empire’,
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, 6, Hong
Kong, 1966, P, 54,

10- Translated into French by Abbé Renaud in his Ancicnnes Relations de
UInde at de la Chine de dewx vopageurs Mahaamelans qui p allérent
duns le IXe sidele, 1718, see Yule, P, 125,

11- J. A, G5, Boyle, "Rashid al-Din and the Franks®, in Boyle, The Mongol
World Empire (London, 1977),

12- Herbert Franke, 'Some Sinological remarks on Rashid al-Din’s
History of China’, Oriens, 4/1 (Leiden, 1951), P, 21,

13- Ibid., P, 23, For details ol® Rashid al-Din’s historical writing, see also
Bernard Lewis, The Muslim Discovery of Europe, (London, 1994),
especially pp. 150-7,

14~ Thid., P, 23.

15« Yule, Cathay, p. 112,

16~ Ibid., pp. (10-13,

17- Tbid., p. 110,

18- Yule, Cathay, pp. 129-137,

19- Ronald Latham, Marco Polo: The Travels (Harmondsworth, 1958), P,
234,

20~ Ursula Sims-Willinms, verbal communication,
21~ John Critchley, Marco Polo's Book (Aldershot, 1992), P, 10,

22- Jarl Charpenticr (ed.), The Liveo de Scita dos Indios Orientais of
Fatherjacoha Tenicio {Uppsala, 1933), p. xi. Thanks also to Maurice
Smith for raising Herodotus and similar useful references when |
faught him Chinese literature, He reseued me (rom a virtual lynching,
by fellow students who could not tolerate the political force of
Cultural Revolution literature by mentioning Shaw in the same gentle
manner,
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Iacger, John W. Marco Polo in China’ Problems with Internal
Evidence, The Bulletin of Sung and Yuan Studies (FORMERLY The
Sung Studies Newsletter), Number 14, 1978.

Citations in this paper are from the composite English edition by A.
C. Moule and Paul Pelliot, Marco Polo: The Description of the World
(2 vols.), London, 1938,

1%,

Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris (France) B. N, fr, 1116.
R.

In Navigationi et Viaggi, Vol. 2, 1559,

Z.,

Biblioteca Catedral, Toledo (Spain) 49, 20.

Sce N. M. Penzer, The Most Noble and Famous Travels of Marco Polo,
London, 1929; Henry Yule, The Book of Ser Marco Polo the Venetian
concerning the kingdoms and Marvels of the East (2 vols.) with
additions by H. Cordier (1920); Paul Pelliot, Notes on Marce Polo (2
vols,), Paris, 1940 and 1963.

Leonardo Olschki, Marco Polo’s Asia: An Introduction to his
"Description of the World" called "1l Milione," Berkeley, 1960; and
previous writings cited within. )

o -3) - Lleshy W - 10
For convenience, and so that my text will be consisient with citations
from Polo, most Chinese and all Mongol terms and places have been
transcribed as they are in the Moule-Pelliot composite English text.
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)

Thus Cublai for Qubilai, etc.

12- Herbert Franke, "Sino-Western Relations under the Mongol Empirc"
in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, VI
(1966), 49-72.

(D) - Ll By - 13

14- VB,

15- British Museum, London (England) Sloane 251.
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1-  See vol. lii, pp. 29-30 of Giovanni Baltista Ramusio, Navigazioni ¢
viaggi, ed. Marica Milanesi, 6 vols. (Turin, 1978-88).

2- The genesis of Marco’s account is confused and complex. According
lo the legend, Marco dictated his story to Rustichello who wrote it
down in a Franco-Jtalian dialect. ltalo M. Molinari is convinced of
this (Un articolo d’autore cinese su Marco Polo e la Cina’, Annali
(Istituto Orientale di Napoli). Supplemento, 30, 42, fasc. I (Naples,
1982), A version of this text, probably correcled by a certain Grgoire,
was given by Marco himself to Thibault de Cpoy. The oldest Tuscan
version must be ascribed 1o Niccold degli Ormanni (who died in
1309); the Latin text seems have been written by Francesco Pino
around 1320. But there are other important sources of information
about Marco’s adventures. The first is Pietro Abano’s Conciliator
differentium philosophorum et medicorunt (written before 1310).
According to Pictro, Marco himself had provided him with many
interesting details. See Michel Mollal, Les explorateurs du XIle au
XVle sicle. Premiers regards sur des mondes nouveaux (Paris, 1984),
pp. 32, Another source is Ramusio mentioned above. In this paper, 1
mainly use Ruggero M. Ruggieri’s edition of Polo’s adventure; Marco
Polo. Il Milione. Introduzione, edizione del testo toscano (MOttimo"),
note illustrative, esegetiche, linguistiche, repertori onomastici e lessicali
(Florence, 1986). The Ouimo redaction has less fioriture than the
French one, though it is possible that the latter is closer to an original.
Ruggieri’s rather chaotic introduction js nol really relevant. In order
to obtain a ’reliable” image of the text, I shall refer from time to lime
to the translation of Marco’s text into modem French by Louis
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Hambis, La Description du Monde. Texte intgral en franais moderne
avec introduction et notes (Paris, 1955). Hambis’ scholarly work
definitively outranks Ruggieri’s.

3- See Jean de Plan Carpin, Histoire des Mongols, tr. and annot. By Dom
Jean Becquet ; Louis Hambis (Paris, 1965), 130-2.

4- Becquet; Hambis (op. Cit. N. 3), p. 23; Claude René Kappler,
Guillaume de Rubrock. Envoyé de saint Louis. Voyage dans I’Empire
Mongol (1253-1255) (Paris, 1985), 83.

5- See Kappler (op. Cit. N. 4), pp. 158-66; 212-5; Morris Rossabi,
Khubilai Khan, His Life and Times (Berkely, Los Angeles ; London,
1988), 152,

6- For the layman’s view in vernacular literature, see, amongst other
texts, J. Bédier (ed. And tr.) La Chanson de Roland publie daprsle
manuscrit d’Oxford (Paris, s.d), vv. 2580-90. For the regular altempts
to convert Muslims by rational arguments, sce Robert I. Burns,
Muslims, Christians and Jews in the Crusader Kingdom of Valencia.
Societies in Symbiosis (Cambridge, 1984), 80-8; 91-4; B. Hamilion,
Religion in Medival West (L.ondon, 1986), 145-50.

7- See Becquet Hambis (op. Cit. N. 3), p. 62; Kappler (op. Cit. N. 4), p.
172.
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Philip Aris, Les Temps de I'Histoire (first edition, 1954; second edition,
Paris, 1986), 90.

9- See the auther’s 'Le royaume de Prétre Jean: l'interprotation d’un
bonheur’, in Actes du Colloque L’ideé de bonhcur au moyen Age.
Actes du colloque d'Amiens, 1984, ed, Danielle bschninger
(Géppingn, 1990), 213-23.

10- See Hambis (op. Cit. N. 2), p. viii.

11- See the auther’s "Viaggiatori olandesi in Italia (1500-1700)", in:

Bulletin van het Nelgisch Historisch Instituut te Rome, 61 (1991), 37-
58.
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Claude Cahen, Orient et Occident au temps des croisades (Paris, 1983),
10-20.

267



fuigall il cdag cla glos sS)k

13- Sce Hambis (op. Cit. N. 2) p. 237,

14- See L. Peillard, Antonio Pigafetta. Relation du premier voyage autour
du mond par Magellan (1519-1522) (Paris, 1984), 138, 159-60.
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Walter Baumgartner, 'Zu den vier Weltreichen von Danicl’,

Theologische Zeitschrift, 1 (1945), 17-22; Werner Goez, Translation

Imperii. Ein Beitrag zu Geschichte des Geschielisdenkens und der

politischen Theorie im Mittelalter und der frithen Newzeit (Tibingen,
1958), passim,

16- The text has been edited by Mulcolm Letts (ed. And tr.), Mandeville's
Travels, Texts and Translations, 2 vols.,, Works issued by Hakluyt
Society, Sec. Ser. Ci (London, 1953). Sec also Christiane deluz, Le
Livee de Jehan de Mandeville. Une ‘geographie’ au XIVe sidele,
Publication de I'lnstitul d’Eiudes Mdivales (Universit Catholigie de
Louvain). Textes tudes, congrs. Viii (Louvain-la-Ncuve, 1988),
passim,
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Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms. The Cosmaoys of a Six-
teenth-Cenvtury Miller, \r. Anna Tedeschi (London, 1982), 44-5.
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Raleigh A. Skelton, Explorers’ Maps. Chapters In the Cartographic
Record of Geagraphical Discovery (London ; New York, 1958), 3-9;
Anna-Darothee von den Brincken, "Mappa Mundi und Chronogra-
phia. Studien zur Imago Mundi’ des Abendl¢ndischen Mittelalters’,
Deutsches Archiv filr Erforschung des Mittelalters namens der
Monumenta Germaniae Historica, 24 (1968), 118-86, For other maps
in travel accounts, sece Margarct Wade Labarge, Medieval Travilers,
The Rich and Restless (London, 1982), 12-3,

18- Sce Likkchard Weber, Tabula Peutingeriana. Codex Vindobonensis
324. Vollstdndige Faksimile-Ausgabe im Qriginal Format, 2 vols,
(Graz, 1976), 1311,

19- Published in Initeraria et alia geographica: I: ltinerarium Burdigalnse,
Corpus Christinnorum; Series Lating, clxxv (Turnhoul, 1965), 12,
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20- The Augustinian concept of ordo naturalis explains the crusaders’®
dislike of Greek and other non-Latin Christians in the Middle East.
In 1098 the commanders of the crusading army wrote to Urban II; ...
nos enim Turcos et paganos expugnavimus, haereticos autem,
Graecos et Armenos, Syros lacobitasque expugnare nequivimus...
sec: H. Hagenmeyer, Epistulae et Chartae ad historiam primi belli sacri
spectantes. Die Kreuzzugsbriefe aus den Jahen 1088-1100 ((irst edition,
Insbruck 1901; Hildesheim; New York, 1973), 161-5, specially p. 164.
See alo J, Tyerman, 'The Holy Land and the Crusades of the
Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centurics’, in: ed. Peter W. Edbury,
Crusades and Settlement. Papers read at the first Conference of the
Society for the Study of the Crusades and the Latin East and presented
to R. C. Smail (Cardiff, 1985), 105-12.

Rossabi (op. Cit. N. 5), pp. 129, 185; D. O. Morgan, 'Who ran the
Mongol Empire’, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, (1982), 124-36,
specially 129-30. See also Wict Idema; Lloyd Haft, Chinese
Letterkunde. Inleiding, historisch overzicht en bibliografien (Utrecht;
Antwerp, 1985), 55-6, 65-70.

Raymond of Aguiler’s gives an identical description of the taking of
Jerusalem by the crusaders. See eds. J. Hugh Hill ; Laurita L, Hill, Le
'Libre’ de Raymond d'Aguilers, Documenis rclatifs Ihistoire de
croisades, 9 (Paris, 1969), 15fT.
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24- His lext is available in the edition of J. Rose, Fray Bernadino de
Sahagin, Histoire génédrale des chose de la Novelle-Espagne (Paris,
1981), tranaslted from Spanish into French by D, Jourdanet and R.
Simoné,
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Pierre Chaunu, L'Expansion européenne du XIIle au X Ve sicle (second
edition, Paris, 1983), 90.
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Annie Angrmy, *La Mappenmonde de Picrre de Beauvais’, Romania,
civ (1983), 316-50 and 457-98.

26- F. Fernandz-Armesto, Before Columbus. Exploration and Colonisation

Srom the Mediterranean to the Atlantic, 1229-1492 (London, 1987),
121,
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27- See Roberto Weiss, The Renaissance Discovery of Classical Antiquity
(second edition, Oxford, 1988), 30, 42-3.

28- Tullia Gasparrini Leporace ; Roberto Almagid, Il Mappomondo di Fra
Mauro (Venice, 1966), olate XXXIII, p. 56.

29- See Numa Broc, La géographie de la Renaissance, des Comit Travaux
historiques ct scientifiques, 1 (Paris, 1986), 159-85.

30~ Becquet; Hambis (op. Cit. N. 3), pp. 39-40. Plano de Carpini travelled
in 1245-6.

31- See J.-P. Roux, Les explorateurs au Moyen Age, Le temps qui court,
25 (Paris, 1961), 74-84; J. Favier, Les grandes découverts, D'Alexan-
dreé a Magellan (Paris, 1991), 174-8.

32- See Norbert Ohler, Reisen im Mittelaiter (Munich, 1986), 322.

33- See Jorg G. Arentzen, Imago Mundi cartographica. Studien zur
Bildlichkeit mitrelalterlichen Welt- und Oekumenekarten unter beson-

derer Berticksichtigung des Zusammenwirkens von Text, Bild, Miinster-
ische Mittelalter-Schriften, 53 (Munich, 1984), passim.
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