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1 _ Brockelmann , Carl : Gescbtchte der Arabischen
“Litteratur . « Leiden » .
2 _ Encyclopeadia of Islam . « Newed.» . ( artls
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3 - Goldziher : Kampfe um die Stellung des Hadith
| im Islam (ZDMG Band 61). ‘
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they were originally presented or did he rearrange them in his own
way ? Did he include the same material that was originally involved
in each biography or had he modified or rephrased it ?

The answer to these and similar questions constitute the substance
of the third chapter which investigates the “elements of the bio-

graphy”.

The fourth chapter is devoted to Al-Dhahabi’s technique of using
sources and his method he used in quoting from previous works. I
have concluded that the author relied upon all sources available to
him such as observation, oral narration, inquiries, correspondance,
collections of scholars, ijazat, the writings of the persons included in
his b'ographies and other available works dealing historv and bio-
graphies. 1 have found out, however, that the author’s main sources
of material were the manuscripts of his predecessors. So 1 have made
a detailed study of the manner in which Al-Dhahabi made use of those
manuscripts and how well he knew them. I have also discussed his
criteria in prefering one manuscript over another and the method. he
followed in quoting and footnoting — explicitly or mplicitly — and
how accurate he was in choosing the trustful copies of a book or
whether he compared the different manuscripts of the same book.

The fifth and last chapter examines Al-Dhahabi’s procedure and
principles of criticism. I have attempted to explain the different types
of criticism concerned with tradition and biographies on the one hand
and evaluation and historical value-judgement on the other. Then 1
have considered his technique of assessing the “isnad” and the content
and cited instances to illustrate each. And as Al-Dhahabi was often
accused by historians of being dogmatic and partial, I have found it
my duty to consider such accusations carefully to show, by referring
to his book, whether the man was fair or not and how just were
his critics.

Finally, T have summarized ‘the conclusions of this study and
listed in full detail all the sources and references, (published or in
anuscript forms) which I have utilized in my study.

Dr. BASHAR A. MAROUF
Assistant Professor
College of Arts
University of Baghdad.



a) reference to any mentioning of the book by previous authors.

b) pointing out whether the book has survived and whether it
has been published or not.

c) a brief presentation of the nature of the book, its scope,

material and arrangement.

The Second Part

The second part of this study examines Al-Dhahabi’s Technique
“in Writing Tarikh Al-Islam (The History of Islam) in the assumption
that such a study will reveal clearly the value of one of the most
important primary sources dealing with Jslamic history and will make
‘t easier for those interested to benefit fully by its material. Besides tke
comparison and contrast of Al-Dhahabi’s techniques of writing witk
those of other historians, which is carefully drawn has served ‘to show

the merits and demerits of those historians.
This part is divided into five chapters

, The first chapter deals with the arrangement and display of the
tiook. Tt starts with a description of the general lay-out of the book
and alludes to the changes which it has undergone. And as the book
contains events as well as biographies, I have tried to find out whether
the events and biographies are related in any particular way. However,
1 have failed to establish any direct relationship between the two,, so
1 studied each of them separately, I have also found out that towards
the end of the sixth century A.H., the author began to relate the
births of some famous scholars in each vear. Consequently, I have set:
out to examine this aspect of the book and explain the method
fo'lowed ‘n the presentation of this material. Towards the end -of the
chapter. T made a brief study of Al-Dhahabis literary and linguistic
style as it is expressed in his book.

In the second chapter T have considered the principles which the
author employed in selecting the events and biographies and ‘tried to
specify the criteria which determined the quantity and quality of the
material selected. I have noticed that in Tarikh Al-Islam Al-Dhahabi '
was more concerned with biographies than any thing else (the bio-
graphies constitute about 85% of his book and amount to about forty
thousand). Consequently, T have made a detailed study of Al- Dhahabi’s
art in' arranging and ‘presenting these biographies. 1 have also made
my best to inquire into questions dealing with the way in which the
author copied some of tohse biographies :

Did the author copy the biographies from other books exactly as




AL-DHAHABI AND HIS TECHNIQUE IN WRITING HIS BOOK
TARIKH AL-ISLAM

I have hosen “Al-Dhahabi and his Technique in Writing his Book
Tarikh Al-Islam” to be the subject of my Ph.D., dissertation hecause
of the outstanding status that Al-Dhahabi enjoyed in Islamic thought
in general and in historical research and writing in particular. Further-
more, his famous book Tarikh Al-Islam (The History of Islam) is
regarded nowadays as one of the greatest sources of Islamic h'story.

This study comprises an entry and two main parts: the first part
is about Al-Dhahabi and the second about his book Tarikh Al-Islam.

The Entry

The entry includes three important sections: the first shows the
significance of the study, its limitations and the reasons for choosiny
it. The second examines the procedure of writing the book, calculates
the surviving copies which I have got access to and describes my cwn
collected copy which was employed in this study The third secton

constitutes an analitical presentation of the sources and references used
in this dissertation.

The First Part

The first part is rendered in two chapters: the first is concerned
with the biography of Al-Dhahabi. It studies his environment, his firs
mterests and travels in search of learning, the nature of his studies,
his personal relations and their influences on his way of thinking, his
academic posts and activities and his significance as a writer, a critic
and a thinker. The chapter ends with the death of Al-Dhahabi, whose

life was a continuous endeavour to record Islamic history In the most
scientific manner known then.

The second shapter considers the various types of books. summariss
and takharij which Al-Dhahabi wrote. The books are classified accord-
ing to their subject-matter, whereas the summaries and takharij are
smply arranged- in alphabetical order. ’

The method followed in studying all the auther’s works proceeds
as follows :
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