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text is just such as to satsify the caliph and his educated, though not overly educated,

circle.
32 Cf Munk, op. ci., pp. 448-455
33.Cf Steinschneider, op. cit., pp 148, 149.

34. Cf. J. Teicher, "1 Commenti Df Averroé Sul 'De Anima’' (Considerazioni Generali e
successione cronologica),” Giornale Della Socletd Asiatica Italiana, n.s. I11.3 (1935),
244, 248 f. H. Gatje, who had carefully studied these texts, accepted Teicher's
argument, and cf. p. 29 of the study referred to in note 37 below.

35. Cf. above, note 1.

36. Cf. H. Wolfson, "Plan for the Publication of a Corpus Commentariorum Averrols
in Anstotelem,” Speculum 6 (1931), 412-427, A second proposal was made in 1963,
also published in Speculumn (cf. note 1 above), pp. 88-104.

37. 1 also wish to acknowledge the pioneering work on this iext of H. Gatje. He
published a critical edition and German translation of the Talkhis chapter on Al~”
Quwwah al-Nuzii‘iyah, using the two Judaeo-Arabic manuscripts and one Hebrew
manuscript, and he prefaced his edition with a general discussion of the text. Cf. Das
Kapitel Uber Das Begehren Aus Dem Mittleren Kommentar Des Averroes Zur Schrift
Uber Die Seele in Verhandelingen Der Koninklijke Nederlandse Akadermnie van

Welenschappen, AFD, Letterkynde Nieuwe Reeks Deel 129 (Amsterdam, Oxford, New
York, 1985), 1-100.
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be due to different versions of Ishaq's translation, whether due to Ishaq or to scribal
emendation; or they may be due to Averroes’ own initiative, as described above.

26. Cf particularly below, p. 123.1-125 10, and 134.8, and see note 26 there. For more
subtle innovations, see, for example, 103.6; 107.5 (and compare K. Al-Nafs 425b22 and
the Tafsir, p. 339, 138:4 and 37); 113.12, and note 28; 116.5, and note 38,

27. Cf., for example, pp. 51.6, and note 6; 96.3, and note 63; 115.14, and note 37.
Averroes is similarly reticent here, as compare with the Tafsir, in refering to Plato,
and cf. pp. 45.7, and note 50; 99.4, and note 76; 138.10, and note 2 {and compare Tafsir,
p. 509, 41:26).

28. In addition to the major differences noted above, for which cf. notes 17 and 18 (and
see tcn 128 6 and note 12 in the text below), cf. the following passages and notes in our
text 1.11, and note 2; 13.7, and note 9; 53.7, and note 8; 68.2, and note 26; 68.13, and
note 28; 69.15, and note 29; 72.6, and note 32; 108.8, and note 15; 110.6, and note 17,

29. Cf. the following passages and notes in our text: 12.4, and note 7; 17.15, and note
14; 23,12, and note 21; 43.11, and note 48: 72.7, and note 33; 83.2, and note 49; 104.10,
and note 10; 119.13, and note 44,

30. Cf. 28.11, and see the closing statement of the first magalah of this book, 46.16.
While this is a traditional formula, it is also intended to indicate, indirectly, the con-
gruence of Aristotle's teachings, and his view of God, with that of Islam. See too 4.14,
and the sources cited in note 4 there, and cf. 38.1 and note 41.

31. Cf. the story of Ibn Rushd's meeting with the Almohad ruler, Abn Ya'qub Yasuf,
which probably (following L. Gauthier, Ibn Thofall, sa vie, ses oeuvres (Paris, 1909),
pp 15-17) took place in 563 or 564 h. (1168-69), as recorded by al-Marrakushi, Mu/jib,
pp. 174-175. Interestingly, the Emir al-Mu'minim asked for, and Averroes agreed to
provide, summaries of Aristotle’s writings which are specifically called talakhis. Our



position of our Talkhis k. al-Nafs is very limited, and cf. the discussion of the
manuscript tradition below. Hitherto, J. Teicher has been practically alone in
asserting a late date for the Talkhis, and cl. note 34.

23. Aspects of popularization in philosophical commentaries have been discussed by
A. Ivry, "Philosophical Commentaries and Popular Culture in Islam," Proceedings of
the 14th Congress of the Union Européenne D'Arabisants et D'Islamisants (ed. A.
Fodor), Budapest, 1988 (forthcoming).

24. Cf. the text below, pp. 4.11, and note 2; 12.5, and note 7; 98.9 and note 72;99.10 and
note 77; 132.3 and note 21; 144.9 and note 12. Of course, the paraphrases introduce

non-Aristotelian terms and interpretations continually, for which cf, the notes
throughout. '

25. Cf. Tbn al-Nadim, Kitab al-Fihrist, ed. G. Fliigel and others, (Leipzig, 1871-1872)
11251 (English translation by B. Dodge (New York, 1970}, I1:604-605), and see F. Peters'
discussion of the Arabic K. Al-Nafs, text and commentaries, in Aristoteles Arabus
(Lcld;:n. 1968), pp. 40-45. Fragments of Ishaq's translation to the K. Al-Nafs have been
preserved in marginal comments made by Ibn Sina to that work, edited by A. Badawi,
Aristi 'tnd al-'Arab (Cairo, 1947), pp. 75-116, These fragmentary quotations have
been identified and assembled by R. Frank, and cf. his article, "Some Fragments of
Ishaq's Translation of the De Anima," Cahiers de Byrsa VIII (1958-59), 231-247,
Contrary to most readings of the admittedly difficult Fthrist passage, Frank believes
(p 234) that Ishaq translated the K. Al-Nafs just once, and not twice; and that the
extant fragments preserved in Ibn Sina's comments do not correspond to the Arabic
translation of K. Al-Nafs which underlies the Tafsir quotations of that text. Our
study, however, shows that the K. Al-Nafs text found in Themistius' commentary,
which is acknowledged to be that of Ishaq. is also that of Averroes Tafsir and
Talkhis, for the most part. The discrepancies which exist among the quotations of
that text by Ibn Sina and Averroes, as between Averroes and Themistius and even
between Averroes of the Tafsir and Averroes of the Talkhis, may, contrary to Frank,

22



16. Cf. Al-Ahwani, p. 90, Gomez Nogales, 128.10 fI., and see Davidson, op. cit., p. 102.
The Talkhis similarly refers to the Tafsir presentation of this issue, and cf. below,
125.5.

17. Cf. the Tafsir, Section 5, pp. 387-413; section 14, pp. 430-433; and Section 36, pp.
480-502. Averroes' Tafsir view has been discussed most recently by Davidson, op. cit.,
pp. 111-121, and of. Hyman, op. cit.,, pp: 181-186.

18. Cf. the Talkhis below, p. 123.1, 128.6.

19. Ibid., 124.2 {fI. Davidson (op. cit., p. 106) believes this to be a later revised view
which Averroes expresses in the Talkhis as a separate addition, found in our text at
123.6-125.10, According to Davidson, this addition is totally different from the pro-
»Alexandrian position Averroes advances elsewhere in the Talkhis. Cf., however, the
positive reference to Themistius at 130.15 f. below, and the negative reference to
Alexander, 133.11 {.

20 This is apparent immediately with the beginning of the Talkhis, and compare 1.6
of our text with Tafsir, p. 3,1:4,9 fl. Among the many examples which can be adduced
1o support this claim of the Tafsir serving as the model for the Talkhis, cf. below, 4.11,
note 3; 12.5, note 7; 94.4, note 62; 110.9, note 19; 144,9, note 12,

21. Cf. the text below, 131.4 (and compare 133.12). See 100 the earlier and related
reference to the Tafsir in the Talkhis below, 34.5 (and compare there the Tafstr, pp.
89, 90, 66:22 I.). Al-'Alawi, op. cit., p. 85 {., believes these references to be later
interpolations in the Talkhis, which he feels was probably written about 1174 (569 h.)
and then revised after completion of the Long Commentary around 1190 (586 h).

22. Cf. note 1 above, regarding the presumed pattern of Averroes' compositions, and

see particularly Renan's conviction (op. cit., p. 60, and note 2 there) that the tafsirat
were the last type of commentaries written. Information on the specific date of com-
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supplementary mformation provided by H. Gatje, Studten zur Uberlieferung Der
Aristotelischen Psychologie im Islam, Heidelberg, 1971. Cf, also H. Davidson,
"Alfarabl and Avicenna on the Active Intellect,” and "Averroes on the Active Intellect
as a Cause of Existence," Viator 3 (1972), 109-178 and Viator 18 (1987), 191-225
respectively. I have read the De Anima itself with the notes which accompany the
editions and translations of Hicks (Cambridge, 1907), Ross (Oxford, 1961) and
Hamlyn (Oxford, 1968),.as can be seen from my comments.

10 Cf. Van Steenberghen, op. cit., pp 82 fI., and see A. Ivry, "Averroes and the West:
The First Encounter/Nonencounter," A Straight Path, ed. R Link-Salinger, pp. 142-
158,

11. Cf. below in the text, 19.8 fI., 57.2 ff. See too H, Gatje, "Die 'inneren Sinne' bei
Averroes,” ZDMG, 115 {1965), 255-293.

12, See below, 110.3 1, 113.2 11,
13. Cf. below, 124.2 fI., 130.1, 137.3 fl. See too Blaustein, op. cit., PP. 32-122,

14. See the various interpretations Davidson detects in Averroes' various writings,
"Averroes on the Material Intellect,” op. cil., pp. 95-124.

15. CI. Averroes’ Talkhis kitab al-Nafs, ed. AF. Al-Ahwani (Cairo, 1950), p. 87, 90; in
S. Gomez Nogales' edition, 125.14, 129.1 (Madrid, 1985). See too Davidson, op. cit., p.
98 fI. Both editors of the text prefer to use the term talkhis for their edition, though
the edition herein presented of the Talkhis makes it obvious the shorter work is more
properly classified among the jawdamf. Al-'Alawi, op. cit., p. 53, prefers to call this
work a mukhtasar, seeing it as more independent of Aristotle than is customary for a
commentary.
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4. Cf., for example, The Perfection gf the Soul by Moses Narboni, ed. A. Ivry (Hebrew),
Jerusalem, 1977, and R Jospe, Torah and Sophia: The Life and Thought of Shem Tov
ibn Falaguera (Cincinnati, 1988), pp. 181-188 and following.

5. Cf. H. Wolfson's discussion of the identity of the Hebrew translator from the Latin,
in an appendix to his "Revised Plan," op. cil., pp. 100-104 {Studies, pp. 448-454). This
translation, being a translation of a translation, was seldom consulted in this study.

6. Cf. Vennebusch, op. cil., pp. 96-99; H.A. Davidson, "Averrois Tractatus de Animae
Beatitudine," A Straight Path, ed. R. Link-Salinger et al (Washington, D.C., 1988), 57-
73; and see the text of Averroes found in K. Bland's edition and translation, The
Epistle on the Possibility of Conjunction with the Active Intellect by Ibn Rushd with
the Commentary of Moses Narbont, New York, 1982,

7. Cf. Bland, op. cit., pp. 6 fI., 40fl., 103{l., and see A. Ivry, "Averroes on Intellection
and Conjunction," Journal of the American Oriental Society , 86 (1966), 80-85. See too
now M. Blaustein's doctoral dissertation, Averroes on the Imagtnation and the
Intellect (Harvard University, Cambridge, MA., 1984), pp. 217-281. C{. also, in Arabic,
M. al-'Iragi, Al-Naz'ah al-‘Aqliyah fi Falsafah Ibn Rushd (Cairo, 1968), pp. 57-79.

8. There have been many studies of this issue, as noted by A. Hyman in his own analy-
sis, "Aristotle's Theory of the Intellect and Its Interpretation by Averroes," Studies in
Aristotle, ed. D.J. O'Meara (Washingion, D.C., 1981), 9:161-191, and see p. 174, note 54.
To Hyman's list now add H. Davidson, "Averroes on the Material Intellect," Viator 17
(1986), 91-137; and, in Arabic, M. Misbahi, Ishkaliyah al-’Aql ‘ind Ibn Rushd, Beirut
and Casablanca, 1988,

9. Aristotle’'s own views have been examined by a number of scholars, listed by
Hyman, op. cil., p. 164, note 6. As closest to this study, cf. particularly O. Hamelin, La
Theorie de lintellect D'apreés Aristote et ses Commentateurs, Paris, 1953; and see the
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ing the current location of manuscripts; cf. his Abii-L-Walid tbn Rusd (Averroes): Vida,
Obra, Pensamienio, Influencia (Cordoba, 1986), pp. 315-324,

A thorough study of Averroes' commentaries and an attempt to date them was next
made by M. Alonso, Teologia De Averroes (Estudios y Documentos) (Madrid-Granada,
1947), pp 51-98, and he has been followed by most scholars in their discussions of
Averroes' writings. C{. A. Badawi, Histoire de la Philosophie en Islam, II: Les
Philosdphes Purs (Raris, 1972), pp. 743-755; S. Goémez Nogales, "Bibliografia Sobre
‘Las Obras De Averroés," Multiple Averroes (Paris, 1978), pp. 351-387; and G. Anawati,
Mu‘allafat Ibn Rushd , Argel, 1978. See too M. Cruz Hernandez, op, cit., pp. 41-46, 55-
58, and Jamal al-Din al-'Alawi, Al-Matn al-Rushdi: Madkhal li-Qird’'a Jadida (Al-Dar
al-Baida al-Maghreb, 1986), pp. 14-51. A complete inventory of the current status of
each commentary, in terms of past publications and current work in progress, both as
regards editions and translations, is found in Puig, op. cit., pp. 20-24, See too the
comprehensdve study of P. Rosemann, "Averroes: A Catalogue of Editions and
Scholarly Writings from 1821 Onwards," Bulletin de philosophie médi¢vale 30 (1988)
153-221.

2. 'The Latin Middle Commentary is extant in a single Vatican manuscript, Latin
4551, folios 1-67. Regarding the extent and impact of Averroes commentaries in
Europe, d. H. Wolfson, "The Twice-Revealed Averroes," Speculum XXXVI (1961), 373-
393 (reprinted in Wolfson's Studies, 371-386): F. Van Steenberghen, "Le Probléme de
L'Entrée D'Averroés en Occident," L'Averroismo in Italia {Rome, 1979), 81-89; C.B.
Schmitt, "Renaissance Averroism Studied Through the Venetian Editions of
Aristotle-Averroes (with particular reference to the Giunta edition of 1550-2)," tbid.,
121-142; F.E. Cranz, "Editions of the Latin Aristotle Accompani.ed by the
Commentaries of Averroes," Philosophy and Humanism: Renaissance Essays in
Hornor of Paul Oskar Kristeller, ed. E.P. Mahoney (Leiden, 1976), 116-128. See too, in
Arabic, Z.M. al-Khudatr, Athar Ibn Rushd fi Falsafah al-Usar al-Wusta,

3. Cf. M. Steinschneider, Die hebrdischen Ubersetzungen des Mittelalters und die
Juden als Dolmetscher (Berlin, 1893, reprinted Graz, 1956), p. 148{,
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by length according to Arabic roots, while foreign words (found mostly in the index of
names), are given in straight alphabetical order. A blank line stands for the previously
given Arabic word, when it is used in a different sense. The nominal forms are followed
by verbal nouns of stems II mxouéh X, with all active and passive participles, listed in
standard order. given last. Modifiers of any sort are listed with the noun which they
qualify, regardless of their position in the construction of the term.
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nature of medieval translations permits this procedure, and is the basis for the glossary
of terms and index of persons offered at the end of the vclume.

The glossary indicates the place of all significant terms used in the Middle
Commentary, and gives examples of their equivalent terms in Greek and Latin, as well
as in Hebrew, to the extent that these terms are used in locations parallél to those found
in our text. Thus, the equivalents of an Arabic termn in Greek and/or Latin which are
otherwise known will not appear in this glossary if not used in the Greek source of a
particular passage, or in the parallel Latin Long Commentary passage. As mentioned
above, the textual and frequently literal sources of this commentary are the De Anima
and Themistius' paraphrase of this Aristotellan work, as well as the Long Commentary
itself. Parallel and frequently verbatim locutions in the latter text make that commen-
tary a reliable source of comparison with our work, regardless of the order of composi-
tion of the two commentaries.

The glossary and index list the location of all Arabic entries in the text, except where
a given word is used repeatedly over a space of one to two pages; in such an instance, the
first occurrence only is cited for that area. Only one or two locations are cited for the
Greek and Latin sources of a given Arabic entry, while Hebrew terms, which completely
parallel the Arabic, are given without page citation. They may be located in the forth-
coming critical Hebrew edition by identification of the-Aristotelian lemmata noted in
both editions.

The abbreviations used in the glossary and index are as follows:

The Greek text of Aristotle's De Anima is given without any prefixed letter, and fol-
lows the standard Bekker identifications of page and line numbers. Themistius’' Greek
paraphrase of Arisiotle's text (edited by R Heinze) is prefixed by TH. The medieval Latin
translation of this paraphrase (by Willlam of Moerbeke, edited by G. Verbecke) is pre-
fixed by LTH. The Long Commentary (edited by F. Stuart Crawford) is prefixed by M,
with M2 and M3 representing the second and third books of the Latin text. The Latin ci-
tation usually gives the paragraph and line number of the term as found both in the
lemma and commentary to that passage.

The glossary is constructed along traditional lines, and foliows J. Milton Cowan's
edition of H. Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. Arabic nouns are arranged
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Averroes’ words, the middle commentary is more of a paraphrase, while the long
commentary is a full-{ledged, line by line commentary. Beyond these generalizations,
however, little research has been done on cognate commentaries, perhaps because
critical editions of them have been absent, for the most part.

It was to supply this lack in the raw material of Averrolan scholarship that Harry
Wollson proposed, originally in 1931, a collective effort to asemble and edit all extant
Averrolan commentaries, in all the languages of their dispersion.36 It was within this
framework that F. Stuarl Crawford edited the Latin translation of the Long
Commentary on the De Anima in 1953, and it was within this framewrck that D.H.
Baneth worked on the Arabic edition, and S. Kurland worked on the Hebrew edition.
Both scholars labored valiantly and prepared preliminary texts with entire sets of
variant readings, though each man stopped short of collating the variants and estab-
lishing the texi. By the time [ came upon the project, in the mid-sixties, it had been
shelved long since, and its editors were pleased to hand it over to me. I eventually
reviewed their work, and made the editorial decisions necessary to establish the
critical text here offered. A parallel edition has been made of the Hebrew translation of
Moses ibn Tibbon. The notes in both editions are entirely mine, as is an English
translation of the work, with an expanded commentary, which is being published
separately The work as it is here presented is one, therefore, for which I take full
responsibility, but for which I am heavily indebted to the late Professors Baneth and
Kurland.37

A full discussion of the manuscripts and sources used in establishing the text here
presented, and of the editorial modus operandt, is found in the Arabic introduction to
the text. Here it may suffice to say that the text was established on the basis of the two
extant Judaeo-Arabic manuscripts (Paris ms, hébreu 1009, Modena 41) of this work,
Arabic characters replacing the Hebrew letters of the manuscripts. The cholce between
disputed readings was facilitated by comparison of the two essentially Arabic
manuscripts with five manuscripts from each of the two 13th century Hebrew
translators of this work, Shem Tov ben Isaac and Moshe ibn Tibbon. A first apparatus
records all differences in the Arabic manuscripts, and a second apparatus offers
relevant readmgs of the Hebrew translations, retranslated into Arabic. The literal
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acceptable to Averroes' co-religionists. It is, in short, the sort of work which justifies
a callph's commission 31

Perhaps the reception of this work in the Jewish community, and its indifference to
the Long Commentary, attest to the success of this strategy: ev@n as, conversely, the
indifference of the Christian world to the Middle Commentary and its attraction to
the Long Commentary, may be seen as a confirmation of the more rigorously philo-
sophical, staunchly Aristotelian image Averroes had in Europe Averroes' social and
political motivation might also explain his omission here of the Long Commentary's
extended discussions of the material and Agent Intellect; discussions which could
well have lead the reader to greater awareness of the religiously problematic position
Averroes adopled on this issue in the Long Commentary and elsewhere,

The Middle Commeniary is thus a carefully wrought and discretely presented revi-
sion of the Long Commentary. It has iis own identity as well, due to its eclectic blend-
ing of sources and fresh evaluation of the issues raised in Aristotle's text, It is thus as
much an Averroian creation as it is an Aristotelian commentary; or, to look at it
from a medieval perspective, it is part of that unified chain of speculation which
reaches from antiquity to the present day.

Despite the distinct identity of this Middle Commentary, modern scholarship has
been slow to appreciate it. S, Munk called attention to it in the middle of the last cen-
tury, and translated a portion of its teaching on the intellect, that part of the
commentaries on De Anima which has always attracted most interest.32 Towards
the end of the century, M. Steinschneider provided comprehensive information on
the identity and location of extant Middle Commentary manuscripts,33 but few
scholars chose to explore them In 1935, J. Teicher wrote an article on De Anima
commentaries, exarnining the Middle Commentary among the others. He attempied
to refute the traditional ordering scheme of the commentaries, and proposed that the
Middle was written after the Long Commentary.34 As indicated above, most scholars
had by then, as subsequently, subscribed to the notion that Averroes initially wrote
epitomes, then middle commentaries, and finally, in a few instances, long
commentaries.35 Conventional wisdom has held that whereas the epitomes are more
in the nature of a summary or condensation of Aristotle's thought, reconstructed in

13



For the most part, however, the Long Commentary and Themistius' paraphrase of De
Anima are Averroes' guides in composing the Middle Commentary, and it is in the
juxtaposition and modification of these two works that the distinctive character of
the Middle Commentary emerges. Averroes is not interested in this work in utilizing
any other text, and minimizes, as mentioned, his discussion of post-Aristotelian
theories of the intellect and of other related issues. There is even a minimum of refer-
ences to other works of Aristotle himself in this commentary, while references that
are given are often very general, in comparison to those found in the Long
Commcntary.27 Averroes has systematically constricted the sphere of reference of
the Middle Commentary, concentrating the reader's attention more exclusively on the
work before him.

The Middle Commentary gives the fimpression that Averroes set out to present a
commentary which, for practically all issues, would be the same as the Long
Commentary essentially, but be less taxing in its detail and less intimidating in its
erudition.28 Averroes apparently felt that the reader of the Middle Commentary
would not need to know, and would not appreciate being informed of all the Greek
names and references which Aristotle mentions in his text; names, furthermore,
which Averroes himself might well have puzzled over, to judge from the numerous
corruptions of proper nouns found in the Long Commentary. He therefore openly
adopts simple and casual circumlocutions in the Middle Commentary for the minor
personages and places found in the De Antma and dutifully -- if often erroneously --
repeated in the Long Commentary.29

Averroes is similarly careful in the Middle Commentary to avoid offending the
religious sensibilities of his fellow Muslims, or to put it another way, he is less
indifferent here than in the Long Commentary to this dimension of his work;
probably bearing in mind here the less specialized audience for which this work was
intended. Without distorting Aristotle's text, he quietly -- with an omission here, a
slight addition there- makes it seem less pagan. Aristotle's god becomes one whom
Averroes can praise, --,and does.30 The Middle Commentary is not an apologetic

work, but in the ways described it is, or should have been, more accessible and
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not impossible to entertain the notion, even on external grounds alone, that our
Middle Commentary belongs to this later period as well. It is also possible that the
Middle Commentary we possess displaced an earlier version, or even that Averroes
wrote his Long Commentary to this work before the Middle Commentary, but pub-
lished it only much later,

In comparison with the Long Commentary, our Middle Commentary must be seen as
a more "popular,” though still quite scholarly, work.23 Though Averroes' Middle
Commentary no longer quotes Aristotle line by line, as occurs in the Long
Commentary, it quotes every other line, or every third or fourth line. The quotes,
however, are often paraphrases, if not immediately then soon thereafter. What is
more, Av'crrocs often "quotes" Aristotle not from the De Anima itself, but from
Themistius' paraphrase of it, as well as from his own Long Commentary. "Aristotle” is
often Aristotle cum Themistius, or Aristotle cum Averroes himself.24

1t appears Averroes worked on the Middle Commentary with a copy of his own Long
Commentary bcf'ore him, pruning and revising it, though keeping much of it as found
verbatim in the longer work The revisions in the Middle Commentary were made
with the help of the original De Anima text itsell, in Arabic translation, as well as
with the assistance of Themistius' commentary, also in translation. Incidentally,
both Greek texts were originally translated by Ishag b. Hunayn, whose translation of
Aristotle's work is lost.29 Comparison of the Aristotellan lemmata in Themistius'
paraphrase with the lemmata of the Middle Commentary as well as with those of the
Long Commentary, despite the latier being in Latin, offers an opportunity to recon-
struct Ishaq's lost translation.

Averroes had of course worked closely with both Aristotle and Themistius in prepar-
ing the Long Commentary, but he consulted themn again when writing the Middle
Commentary f{requently preferring Aristotle's original formulation of a word, or
Themistius' explanation of a phrase, to his own earlier Long Commentary presenta-
tion. That Averroes is rethinking his entire earlier commentary, and not just short-
ening the Long Commentary mechanically, is evident alsc in the pccasionally novel
Jocutions which he offers in the Middle Commentary, offering 1dea-s‘ and examples for
which no precedent seems to exdst.26
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sions which occur in the Middle Commentary when compared to the Long Commen-
tary.18

The Middle Commentary, as can be seen herein, attempis to resolve the issue of the
identity of the material intellect by accomodating both positions, that of Alexander
and Themistius. As related to the Agent Intellect, an individual's material intellect is
an independent substance; while as related to an indtvidual psyche, the material in-
tellect is a disposition of the imaginative faculty to receive intelligible thoughts,19
The material intellect thus is not an independent entity, but the expression in human
beings of a pervasive intelligible principle on earth, that principle which is known in
itself as the Agent Intellect.

A delalled comparison of these two commentaries reveals that the Middle Commen-
tary is an abridged and revised version of the Long Commentary.20 Contrary to
common opinion, the Middle Commentary should therefore be seen as Averroes' last
word on Aristotle's text, as well as of Averroes' own thoughts on the issues raised in
the De Anima. However, this does not mean necessarily that Averroes changed his
mind on key issues in the time between his composing the Long Commentary and the
Middle Commentary, though there is always the possibility that he did. In general,
however, the Long Commentary represents Averroes' most thorough and definitive
treatment of Aristotle’s text: it is the Long Commentary, Averroes twice informs the
reader of the Middle Commentary, which contains a fuller exposition of his views on
the intellect, particularly the material intellect,21

The precedence of the Long Commentary to the Middle Commentary is a fact which
has gone largely unnoticed hitherto. It goes against both what is thought to be the gen-
eral pattern of Averroes' commentaries, and against the avaflable dating information
the manuscripts offer, however meager it may be.22 There are only two dates given in
the manuscripts for the composition of this Middle Commentary, 567 h./1172 a.d.
and 577 h./1181 a.d., and the earlier date is not necessarily specific to our text. Even
the later date, however, precedes by a decade or so the period in which Averroes is
thought to have written his long commentaries. Yet Averroes is ‘believed to have
written his paraphrase or Middle Commentary of Plato's Republic and other works
besides the long commentaries in this last period of his creativity, and therefore it is
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ing the rational faculty. That esteemed faculty, for its part, is not wholly apart, and
its knowledge moves the knower -- and makes him want to move -- to perfection.

It is no wonder, therefore, that Averroes situates the material intellect in relation to
the imaginative faculty as the disposition which the imaginative faculty has to think
logically and abstractly.13 The imagination is thus potentially rational, even as the
intellect initially is bound up with discrete and imaginative forms.

This description of the material intellect does not fully explain its essential nature,
a topic over which the commentators -and Averroes himself- held diverse notions.14
Yet, however we are to understand Averroes' ultimate position on this issue, it is
worth remembering that for him, as for Aristotle, the essential nature of a thing, its
very definition, is bound up with its causal relationships; for Averroes the essence of
a thing is inseparable from its existence. Whatever we are to make of the unity of the
material intellect -one by virtue of its relation to the Agent Intellect- it cannot be to-
tally separate from ‘the corporeal imaginative forms in which it has its origins. We do
not have here a second separate intellect, as may appear to be the case in the Long
Commentary. The material intellect is neither an independent substance of its own
distinct from the Agent Intellect, nor is it purely a psychic disposition, as Averroes
originally conceived it, Tollowing Alexander of Aphrodisias and Ibn Bajja, in the
Epitomne. 15 Averroes actually repudiates the Alexandrian position in the Epitome it-
self, inclining, in what is generally considered a later revision, to Themistius' view of
the material intellect as an independent immaterial substance. The Long Commen-
tary expands upon this latter view, and Averroes refers the reader of the (second
edition) of the Epitome to that more delailed commentary for further instruction 16

Readers of the Long Commentary will indeed find Averroes laying out the various
positions of both Alexander and Themistius, as well as others, on the intellect, both
in its active and passive states. Indeed, Averroes embarks on three prolonged dis-
curses on this theme in the Long Cormnmentary, and it is in these discurses thal one
should seek for Averroes' distinctively Long Commentary view.17 Whether that view
differs fundamentally from the one found in Middle Commentary is another ques-
tion, but that latier work lacks these discurses, and they are the only prolonged omis-



The radical interpretation Averroes gave conjunction stemmed from his under-
standing of the "material intellect,” the initial potential and passive intellect in man,
and its relation to the faculty of imagination on the one hand, and to the universal
Agent Intellect on the other.8 The Agent Intellect is largely, if not entirely, a post-
Aristotelian concept, going well beyond the active aspect of the intellect to which
Aristotle all too cryptically refers in De An. I 4 408b 18-29, and concerning which he
is only slightly more explicit in De An. Il 4 429a 15-429b 5;9 whereas the material in-
tellect, the faculty which describes man-as a potentially rational or intelligent ani-
mal, is discussed in some detai] -- though not with that name -- by Aristotle.

In his capacity as a commentator on the De Anima, Averroes follows his teacher, fo-
cusing upon the subjects found in that text. The commentaries, therefore, do not dwell
on conjuncton or its entailments, and one could not tell for sure from them that it is
that theme which especially attracted Averroes Rather, the impression one receives
from these books is of a commentator who was equally interesied in all paris of
Aristotle’s texi, and who attempted to minimize in these commentaries, and particu-

larly in our Middle Commentary, all concerns not directly addressed by the Stagirite
himself.

The commentaries thus present Averroes in the light whereby the West first knew
him in the thirteenth centuly, as the chief exegete of Aristotle’s corpus, a person
whose commentaries shed light upon "the Master of those who know,” and who him-
self merely shone in the reflection of that light.10 Thus, as concerns the De Antma
commentaries, it is clear that Averroes shared Aristotle's critique of the opinions of
the pre-Socratics and Plato, and that he concurred in his view of the individual soul
as being a single entity with many faculties.1l These faculties -- the nutritive, sen-
sory. imaginative, rational and appetitive -- are seen within a teleological scheme
which links each one naturally to their external objects and to each other. Each of
these faculties has an innate desire and capacity for fulfillment, and each one has a
sense of discernment which guides its actions. Thus, the “common sense” is found in
the individual senses, which possess powers of judgement which one would normally
associate with the rational faculty only.12 Even the imagination, that most error-
prone of all psychic faculties, does not function without input from all sides, includ-



INTRODUCTION

The Middle Commentary on the De Anima (Arabic: Talkhis Kitab al-Nafs) is one of
three commentaries which Averroes (520-595 a.h./1126-1198 a.d.) wrote to this
Aristotellan text.! Like many of Averroes’ other comnmentaries, it was neglected in
the Muslim world, and not even known in Christian Europe. An anc‘mymous Latin
translation did appear al some point in the fifteenth century, but it made little if any
impression upon European scholars, and did not find its way into any of the
Renaissance editions of Averroes' commentaries. By that time, the Long Commentary
on the De Anima had become established in Europe as the Averroian commentary on
that text, and had spawned an entire literature of responses, in good part, to Averroes’
views.2

The Middle Commentary survived as more than a curiosity in medieval Jewish cir-
cles, and migrated An Hebrew translation from the Muslim world to the Christian.
Actually, two translations were made, and both have been preserved in a fairly large
number of manuscripts.3 Some of the leading figures of late medieval Jewish philos-
ophy incorporated the Middle Commentary into their work, in greater and lesser
amounts,4 and it and the Eptfome were read by Jews instead of the Long Commentary,
which did not receive a Hebrew translation until the fifteenth century.5

The commentaries which Averroes wrote on Aristotle’s De Anima are an important
part of his philosophical legacy, and helped fuel the controversy which his theory ofa
single universal sub-lunar soul elicited. Besides these three commentaries, Averroes
wrote a number of related independent treatises which focus on the faculty of the in-
tellect and its relation to the Agent Intellect.€ That relation, called "conjunction," at-
tracted Averroes because of the possibility it held for man's transcendence of his {ini-
tude, both in terms of his ability 10 know universal truths and to join with them after,
as well as during, his life.”



required for typing and formatting the manuscript in camera-ready copy have been
ably and graciously performed by Ms. Betty Lou McClanahan. °

I am pleased to acknowledge as well the cooperation of the directors of the following
libraries, for the use of manuscripts in their collections The Bodleian, Oxford, The
Jewish Theological Seminary, New York; Leiden, Holland, Leipzig and Munich,
Germany, Lenigrad, The Soviet Union; Paris, France, Parma and Modena, Italy; The
Vatican.

Lastly, I wish to thank my wife and children for their support, friendship and love

through the years, even when it seemed that I preferred Averroes' company to theirs.

The presence of so many people within the pages of this book does not lessen my sole
responsibility for the entire work; it does make me keenly aware of the cooperative na-
ture of scholarship of this sort. When that cooperation transcends national boundaries
and restrictions extraneous to the community of scholars and persons of good will, it is
occasion to celebrate. Would that the publication of this and other editions in this
series be part of a new and peaceful era for the Middle East and the enttre world,

This book is dedicated to the memory of two men of learning and peace, with whom 1

had the privilege to study Islamic philosophy and Arabic: Richard Walzer and Gerhard
Salinger,



PREFACE

This volume is part of a corpus of critically edited Averroian commentaries that have
been appearing periodically since Harry Wolfson, of Harvard University, had the idea
for a Corpus Commentariorum Averrots in Aristotelem some sixty years ago. He gave
the project its initial direction, under the aegis of the Medieval Academy of Amernca.
Since Professor Wolfson's death, the organization of the CCAA has passed to an inter-
national consortium of learned societies, headed by Dr. Albert Zimmermann of the
Thomas-Instituil, University of Koln. Responsibility for publishing the Arabic editions
of this corpus has devolved upon the Egyptian Academy of the Arabic Language. I wish
to express my appreciation to the Director of the Academy, Dr. Ibrahim Madkour, and
to his colleagues, in particular Pére George Anawati, for their patience, encouragement
and assistance in the publication of this work.

Many persons and institutions have been involved in the preparation of this volume,
and I am happy to have this opportunity to acknowledge their support. Years ago,
Professors David H. Baneth and Samuel Kurland generously offered me photostats of
manuscripts and their transcriptions and preliminary collations of, respectively, the
Arabic and medieval Hebrew translations of this work. A number of then graduate stu-
dents al Brandeis University, particularly David Arie]l and Mirlam Ash, assisted me in
reviewing and revising this material, and Dr. Abram Sachar, Chancellor Emeritus of
the University, subsidized the effort from his Discretionary Fund., Further financial
assistance has since been provided by the Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern
Studies and the Skirball Depariment of Hebrew and Judaic Studies of New York
University.

Professor Muhsin Mahd! of Harvard University has read the entire manuscript with
great care and made many valuable cornments The Arabic text has also benefitted from
the scholarly attention paid it by Professor Thérése-Anne Druart of Catholic
University, while the Gl"eek and Latin entries of the glossary have been reviewed by
Professor Patricia Johnston of Brandeis. The linguistic and technical computer skills
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WORD

I am truly delighted to be able to welcome this careful edition whicii has been undertaken
by a learned colleague, who is happily as welll versed in hebrew as he is in Arabic. He-
Hebrew is undoubtedly one of the gateways to an understanding of Averroes’ thought in
the Middle Ages. It was from the Hebrew version of his works that they were translated
into Latin and thence the modern languages of Europe.

I have been associated with the editorial revival of the works of Averroes for a long
time, but I have always felt the need for the scholarly work of editors who could master
Hebrew as welll as Arabic and some other languages. Therefore, we are particularly for-
tunate that the present edition may give us the opportunity to cooperate with a specialist in
the field, whose editorial activities will not, we hope, be limited to Averroes’Middle Com-
mentary on aristotle’s De Anima. His expertise is specially indispensable as he able to
work on the original texts and avoid the pitfalls of earlier scholars who have occasionallly
treated Averroes’ Compendia as middle commentaries or epitomes.

Thope that Professor Ivry will allow us to seek his advice whenever we encounter dif-
ficulties with the Hebrew translation of the works of the great Andalusian philosopher.

Doubtless, the scholarlly community will welcome this comparison of the Hebrew
translation with the Arabic originall of Averroes’ text. I am confident that the Jearned edi-
tion of this text will have earned our gratitude for his diligent and painstaking pursuit of a
task which has been insufficiently carried out until the present time.

May Professor Ivry be assured of my own most sincere thanks and greetings.

Dr. Ibrahim Madkour
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