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A vague term which usually denotes works which belong to the major
enres: epic, drama, lyric, novel, short story ode. If we describe something as

iterature’, as opposed to anything else, the term carries with it qualitative
connotations which imply that the work in question has superior qualities; that it

is well above the ordinary run of written works. For example: ‘George Eliot's
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novels are literature, whereas Fleming's Bond books are unquestionably not.'
However, there are many works which cannot be classified in the main literary
genres which nevertheless may be regarded as literature by virtue of the
excellence of their writing, their originality and their general aesthelic and
artistic merits. A handful of examples at random suggests how comprehensive
the term can be. For instance: Anstotle's treatises on Poetics and Rhetoric; St
Augustine's Civitas Dei; Erasmus's Morae Encomium; Descartes's Discourse
on Method; Berkeley's Platonic Dialogues; Gibbons's Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire; Prescott’s History of the Conquest of Mexico; Darwin's On the
Onigin of Species; Lord Acton's Essays on Church and State; Lytton Strachey's
Queen Victoria: R. G. Collingwood's The ldea of Nature, D'Arcy Wentworth
Thompson's On Growth and Form: Sir Arthur Keith’s The New Theory of
Human Evolution; Sir Charles Sherrington's Man on His Nature; Sir Steven
Runciman's The History of the Crusades; and Dame Rebecca West's The

Meaning of Treason. Scores of others might be added to such a list.
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O AL Oy Q—‘J'J—"J—" «tQutb: An Interview With John Calvert
Jab? ik LS 4 5§ (William Shepard) 5 o5 ol s &L & «(John Calvert)
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€ Qutb was a life-long bachelor. What were his atlitudes towards women?

.‘4.!1 E-d Olss
[ think he was a little bit afraid of women. He projected a lot of stuff on to
women. He regarded women as a fpr:utential source of hitna, or social discord ...
Qutb was very afraid of the effects of sexuality as something that would
compromise his identitl\; as a God-fearing Muslim. If you look at his book
Thoms, at the episodes he says that he experienced in the United States, women
are always there in the background as temptresses. [ don't think that this
pathology is common to Islamic culture, but 1 think Qutb certainly had a

troubled relationship with women.
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Controversial Mahfouz ? 0l g2 L JUia (3 Judith Gabriel U3 J) o jLaf iy
AL JADID 3 aige(d )y—s (Allegory- Published In New Translation
12dB 3} «(Vol. 7. no. 37, Fall 2001) S5, ,»Y} tMAGAZINE
Fctiona] dermise the Nobel Frine comines ook T are of Qebelaaw, whose
Fefustd T inerpretation. ssesing tor e, Ghbeny Timact Costently

»not God, but a certain idea of God that men have made«—those who forget the
absolute transcendence of God, as affirmed in Islam.
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The story recreates the history of the monotheistic Abrahamic religions,
allegorised against the setting of an imaginary Cairene alley. The first four
sections retell, in succession, the stories o% Adam (and his sons), Moses, Jesus
and Muhammad; the protagonist of the book's fifth section (who, significantly,
comes after the Prophet of Islam) symbolises modemn science. Monotheism ...
is the belief in a single, universal, all-encompassing deity.

Olyoe o | & Swww.alibris.com? i O Sl s e Lol 41

An allegorical novel about the ¥ 14y W -2 &I LS ¢Children of Gebelawi

Cairo alley that often appears in Mahfouz's work, but which is inhabited this
.ftime by Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed

o

2SN 33 s Wednesday, August 30, 2006 at 12:13 PM ol o oy
Nobel Prize winner Naguib » Ol 426 o £ Estevejanke.com? T BT
i b a5 «tEMahfouz passes away

Children of Gebelaawi (Awlad haratina) is Naguib Mahfouz's most
controversial work. Set on the cdge of real Cairo, it relates in a simple, parable-
like language the history of an isolated alley (harah) through several
generations. The hero of each generation struggles to restore the rights of the
alley’s poor and olErpressed inhabitants to the estate (wagf) set up by their
ancestor, the powerful and enigmatic Gebelaawi. In order to accomplish this
mission, he must battle the tyrants who control the estate and their thugs or
«strongmen” (futuwah), sadistic protection-racketeers with colorful gangster-
like names such as Guzzler, Bruiser, etc.

On closer examination, we see that Children of Gebelaawi is an allegorical
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tale. The heroes of the first four episodes relive the lives of the prophets Adam,
Moses, Jesus and Muhammad, and the protagonist of the fifth represents
modem man who relies on science and technology to destroy the alley's
OpPressors.

4 ¢S Ralph Blumenau : s g 5, &S e 5 0as LW 21240 L}
14l M e el twww.amazon.com? Ci_,,-

This novel about a community in some desert village is written with the
simplicity of language that one associates with old myths, and underlying the
story are indeed echoes, sometimes close and sometimes rather distorted, of
ancient myths. God is allegorized as Gabalawi, the remote and mostly unseen
owner of the estate of which the Children of the Alley are supposed to be his
heirs. The central character in each of the five stories is up against the selfish
and oppressive overseers who dominate the estate and its inhabitants with the
help of their retinue of gangsters. The first of the stories evokes that of the
expulsion from the Garden ol Eden and the story of Cain and Abel; the second
that of Moses and Pharaoh; the third that of Jesus; the fourth that of
Muhammad.

Then there is a fifth story, in which the central figure, a “magician’, is
Fresumably a scientist. He tries to discover the secret of Gabalawi He fails to
ind it, but in the process he is instrumental in the death of Gabalawi “who had
been easier to kill than to see’. It makes no difference: the scientist, who has
invented a weapon of great destructive power, is forced to put it at the service of
the new overseer, and the Children of the Alley remain as oppressed as ever,
though they remain hopeful that one day “magic’ will put an end to their
suffering.

Subtle the book is not, either in content or in style; and in my view is far too
long and far too repetitive. The overseers and the gangsters in each generation
have different names. but as individuals they are indistinguishable one from
another. A la.rge number of the characters are perpetually angry or violent. They
mostly “shout, “scream’, “shriek’, “yell', “cry’ or “sneer, which becomes rather
tiresome.

The literary gua.lilli_ of this novel is, I think, greatly inferior to Mahfouz's
rightly famous Cairo Trilogy which has contributed to his having become the
only Arab to have been awarded the Nobe! Prize for Literature. But it is a
courageous book for an Eg[vptian to have written: it has been banned in Egypt;
its allegories enraged the Islamicists and led to an attempt on the author's life.
(Vol. 7, no. 37, Fall 2001)‘_‘_(_.34-'“ (AL JADID MAGAZINE? C;-"' gy
Controversial Mahfouz Allegory- Published In New 3Ll ye {lasuo g
Y _,h_l sl I C.b ssle] 6 Lodaw Judith Gabriel rlu Translation
TN ol e ikeci Philip Stewart L. o5 ) 65 L

~On the surface, «Children of Gebelaawi» is the saga of the people who
inhabit a Cairo neighborhood through several generations, struggling to survive
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the repression of brute strong-men, the protection-racket l%angs;ters who literally
run liFe in the neighborhood. At a deeper level, the book is an allegory whose
herces parallel Adam and Eve, Moses, Jesus and Mohammad, and includes a
fictitious character that represents the scientist. They all struggle to restore the

ple’s rights to a trust fund set up by their venerable ancestor Gebelaawi that
ﬁ:so been usurped and oonupiedctg' embezzlers and tyrants. The five closely
inter-linked fables are set on the edge of Cairo in an isolated, time-compressed
locale-an alley, which borders somewhere between reality and fqm.asy...
Gebelaawi certainly is a father figure; an arrogantly remote one at times, as
lamented by the allegorical Adam after being cast out of the
Garden: «Loneliness speaks, and sorrow smolders like coals buried in the
ashes. The high wall ot the house repels the yearning heart. How can I make
this terrible father hear my cry?...My eyes long for the streams flowing between
the rose bushes. Where is the scent of henna and jasmine? Where is peace of
mind? And my flute? You cruel man!...Will the ice in your heart ever melt?»
In the end, Gebelaawi is killed as a result of the actions of Arafa the Magician,
the character who symbolizes science. Theological critics took this as a
portrayal of the «death of God» and called it blasphemous.

Led s cis 2l 1 3dST1 awodka.over-blog.com ata 3 eoidey SIS
Naguib Mahfouz : # 1 g6y cbe &bt S Lo W @22 N Gl Nl S g0 ) s
:tLes fils de Ia médina

1. Les habitants de notre quartier

Tel est le titre arabe de ce roman paru en feuilleton au Caire en 1959 dans le
uotidien Al-Abram et en volume a Beyrouth, en 1967 seulement, et pas cn
gypte — pour des raisons que l'on verra plus bas.

+ Pourquoi «notre quartier» ?

Enfant du Vieux Caire, Naguib Mahfouz s'est engagé apreés 1945 dans le
roman social avec la matiére de ces quartiers qu'il connaissait bien, comme
cadre de son enfance. Méme si nous avons ici globalement un roman
allégorigue, a l'intérieur des chapitres if reste de vastes pans de réalisme social
appliqués au Vieux Caire. L'auteur impose l'unité de lieu: on ne quittera pas la
ville; on arpentera le quartier de la Gamaliyya.

Réitérée, cette formule, «Notre quartier», est Ja seule intervention du
narrateur dans le récit conduit de maniére impersonnelle. «Au commencement,
12 ol se trouve actuellement notre quartier, il n'y avait que le désert du
Mugattam qui s'étendait & perte de vue. Au milieu du désert se dressait la
Grande Maison construite par Gabalawi...»

Le Fondateur du ?uamcr a fini par confier Ja gestion du domaine de main-
morte (le waqf) A un [ntendant autoritaire et ragace qui se réserve I'essentiel des
Tevenus au lieu de les partager. Celui-ci est aidé de «ces futuwwas déchainés qui
nous oppnment aujourd'hur». Ces chefs de bande contrblent chacun un secteur
et y font régner la loi du plus fort 4 l'aide de leurs gourdins.

* Qui sont ces habitants?
«Notre quarticr étzit bruyant et surpeuplé; les enfants, pieds nus et & peine
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vétus, jouaient dans tous les coins, remplissant I'air de leur vacarme et couvrant
le sol de leurs excréments. Les femmes s'agglutinaient sur le seuil des maisons,
I'une hachant des feuilles de mouloukhiyya, l'autre pelant des oignons, une
troisitme allumant un brasero, toutes échangeant potins et plaisanteries, ou, au
besoin injures et malédictions. De jour comme de nuit, c'était un fracas
ininterrompu, soutenu par le rythme lancinant du tambourin 3 exorcismes : les
chansons, les pleurs, les voitures 2 bras courant en tous sens, les engueulades,
les rixes, le miaulement des chats et le grognement des chiens se disputant les
tas d'ordures. Les rats grouillaient dans les cours des maisons et nichaient dans
les murs, et il amvait fréquemment qu'un groupe s¢ rassemble 2 grands cris
pour tuer un serpent venimeux ou un scorpion. Quant aux mouches, leur
nombre n'avait d'égal que celui des poux : elles partageaient la vie des habitants
avec une familiarité amicale, mangeant dans leurs assiettes, buvant dans leurs
verres, jouant autour de leurs yeux el se glissant méme parfois dans leur
bouche.» (p.138).

Mahfouz peint donc les hommes qui forment la société cairote. Et dans ce
microcosme social les gauvres sont les plus nombreux et ménent une vie
toujours misérable. En 1977, «La Chanson des Gueux» reprendra plus ou moins
la méme structure et les mémes thémes mais sans les allusions aux religions du
Livre.

I1. Une allégorie victime de la censure religieuse
* Un roman allégorigue

Mahfouz a osé un condensé historique de I'humanité depuis le Jardin d’'Eden
dont elle est chassée, jusqu'a 1'age de la science moderne. Le roman est divisé en
5 partics— comme le Pentateuque- centrées sur Adham, Gabal, Rifaa, Qasim et
Arafa. « Qui examinerait notre quartier avec quelque attention aurait beauc0u[)
de mal a croire a ce que l'on chante dans les cafés, au son du rebab , Gabal,
Rifaa, Qasim... ont-ils jamais existé? Que reste-t-il d'eux ? Un quartier plongé
dans les ténébres, et un rebab qui rassesse des réves anciens. Comment en
sommes-nous arrivés 12? (...) On vous le racontcra autour de la pipe & cau duns
les fumeries de haschich, entre une quinte de toux et un éclat de nre.» (p.507).

Dans la premiére Pa.nie. le Fondateur confie la gestion du wagf 4 son jeune
fils Adham plutét qu'a 1'ainé Idrs, dont la colére ?rovoque Vexpulsion. Adham
i son tour est chassé pour avoir voulu connaftre le Livre des Dix Conditions,
gard€ sacré dans la chambre du pére. Exclus du paradis terrestre, Adham doit
travailler pour vivre et sa femme enfanter dans la douleur. Leurs fils s'entre-
tuent: vous voyez l'ailusion, non?

Le Fondateur s'étant ensuite retiré du monde pour vivre cloitré dans la
«Grande Maison» entourée de hauts murs, ‘riodiquement se trouve posée la
question de la succession de 1'Intendant et du remplacement des futuwwas. Le
l:)etit Gabal barbotait tout nu dans un ruisseau quand il fut recueilli et adopté par
a femme de I'Intendant. Devenu adulte, il va se dresser contre ['arbitraire et se
réfugier chez un magicien qui lui apprend 1'art de charmeur de serpents, Gabaj
utilise cet art pour débarrasser le quartier du fléau des serpents puis il réussit a
faire périr les futuwwas déconsidérés dans un passage envahi par les eaux. Son
momphe sera cependant de courte durée car « le fléau de notre quartier c'est
I'oubhi» déplore Mahfouz. '

_Rifaa est un apprenti menuisier ému par Yasmina la prostituée sa voisine au
point de I'épouser. Inspiré par le Fondateur, il ne parle plus que de 'amour du
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prochain et de la guérison des malades. « Parmi ses anciens malades, Rifaa avait
choisi quatre amis, nommés Zaki, Husayn, Ali et Karim ; ils étaient ensemble
comme des fréres. Aucun d'entre eux n'avait connu I'amitié auparavant; Zaki
était un vagabond, un chémeur professionnel, Husayn un opiomane invétéré,
Ali un apprenti futuwwa et Karim un petit souteneur. Grace 4 Rifaa, ils étaient
devenus dl;s hommes droits et bons.» La vertu de Rifaa menace l'injuste pouvoir
établi. Cela lui vaut l'estime de tous les pauvres et malheureusement, aprés un
diner avec ses amis, les coups de gourdins des futuwwas du quartier. Rifaa
mort, on ne retrouve pas son cadavre...

Qasim est un pauvre berger qui épouse une riche veuve. Se croyant inspiré
par le Fondateur, il prophétise le partage des richesses du wagf, il doit s'enfuir
du quartier et se réfugier dans un camp improvisé dans la montagne. Les
futawwas l'attaquent et sont vaincus. Qasim, veuf de Qamar, épouse ensuite une
collection de jolies nanas : son oncle Zakariya « affirmait qu'il voulait ainsi
établir des alliances avec tous les clans. Mais la plupart des gens n'allaient pas
chercher si loin. Disons-le franchement : on le respectait plus encore pour sa
virilité que pour tout le reste.» Le bilan de I'époque de Qasim est que le quartier
est restauré et la concorde régne... provisoirement.

Arrive alors Arafa, avec Hanach son gnome de frére, tous deux nés d'une
sorciere et de pere inconnu. Son truc a lui C'est l'alchimie : c'est par la
connaissance quil veut sauver le monde. Il invente une sorte de viagra pour se
faire bien voir d'Aggag son futuwwa et le cocktail molotov pour éliminer qui
voudrait le tuer. Arafa-la-science réve de s'emparer du Testament de Gabalawi
qu'il considére comme un thesaurus alchimique. 1! s'introduit dans la Grande
Maison par un souterrain, tue un vieux serviteur: Gabalawi en mourra d'une
crise cardiaque. Par les mémes moyens il pénéire chez le futuwwa, le poignarde,
puis élimine ses gardes du corps griice 4 une «bouteille explosive». 11 espére
ainsi déclencher une guerre de Succession entre les aspirants au pouvoir. Mais
I'Intendant le contraint 2 entrer 2 son service avec ses inventions. L'oppression
sur le quartier atteint son apogée. Quand Arafa veut s'enfuir, il est trop tard, le
piége se referme sur lui...

Ainsi, 2 la fin du roman: «La peur et 1a haine s'appesantirent 4 nouveau sur le
quartier ; mais tous supportaient les exactions avec courage et opiniitreté,
confiants dans I'avenir. Patience, disaient-ils. Tout a une fin, méme V'oppression
! Le soleil finira bien par se lever, et nous verrons la chute du tyran : l'aube
viendra pleine de lumiére et de merveilles...»

* Un roman victime de la censure

On y a vu— 2 tort~ une critigue du régime de Nasser. Mahfouz s'étail réjoui
de la révolution de guille.t 1952 conduisant Nasser au pouvoir avant d'étre en
effet dégu par la R fubhquc faute de démocratie et JJeO justice sociale. Mais
d'aulﬁre_s ouvrages, plus tard, seront consacrés 2 cette critique de maniére
explicite.

Si «Les fils de la médina» a été censuré au Caire, c'est 2 cause des allusions 2
toutes les religions du Livre que I'on peut lire comme autant de fléches acides.
D'abord, il y a la forme: 5 parties comme le Pentateuque et 114 chapitres
comme autant de sourates du Coran. Surtout, il est facile de voir I'ironie d'un
libre-penseur dans cette maniére d'envelopper lhistoire de I'humanité dans cette
série d'espérances qui tournent au cauchemar aprés un_bref triomphe. Adam,
Moise, J Mahomet se sont succédé en vain. Le lecteur rcpg'e en effet,
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dans chaque aventure, des éléments caractéristiques de ces personnages sacrés.
Mahomet afparai‘t comme le dernier prophéle capable de soulever les foules;

mais aprés lui le quartier retombe dans 1'oppression et l'injustice. Avec Arafa,

incarnation de la science modeme, c'est la mort de Dieu qui est mise en scéne
(«Gabalawi est mort!»)

Les docteurs de 1'université d'Al Azhar ont interdit ce livre jugé
blasphématoire. Quand l'auteur regut le Nobel en 1988, le président Moubarak,
a ce gu'on dit, voulut lever cette interdiction. Or, Mahfouz préféra éviter la
republication car le fanatisme avait beaucoup progressé par rapport aux
premiéres années du pouvoir nassérien ! Cetle prudence n'empécha pas une
tentative d'assassinat 3 1’arme blanche (octobre 1994) perpétrée par deux jeunes
fanatiques qui ont reconnu au procés ne pas avoir lu une seule ligne de cette
cuvre dans laquelle je verrais bien «le grand roman arabe» conlemporain,
Blessé A la main, Mahfouz fut pour le reste de ses jours obligé de dicter ses
textes.
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personnages qui personnifient la force, 1a morale communautaire, 1a charité et la
recherche alchimique, [a tmagies, cette science qui tuera le héros fondateur. On

y voit I'ombre des grands prophétes, Moise, Jésus et Mohamed et le spectre
Nietschéen de la mort de Dieu.
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the rich engage a »sheykhah« (or learned woman} to visit the hareem daily; to
teach their daughters and female slaves to say their prayers, and to recite a few

.%chapters of the Kuran; and sometimes to instruct them in reading and writing
Je S5 Jeol cpn i ali die w¥aie o gty bt 01 & 5T a5 g,
&.,Jaidla;,dt,d;dtdiL-,,:;L_.C“ugnc,l_a.awi;_.;;1£5a1,‘;q}l
:;:JUJJL}_JJ:L‘JSEJL:::.LALLAOA‘.!%&?L;

The white slaves, beinﬁ often the only female companions, and sometimes
the wives, of the Turkish grandees, and being gencrally preferred by them

before the free ladies of Egypt, hold a higher rank than the latter in common
opinion. They are richly dressed, presented with valuable ormaments, indulged,

frequently, with almost every luxury that can be procured, and When it is not

their lot to wait upon others, may, in some cases, be happy : as lately has been
proved, since the termination of the war in Greece, by many fcma'],’es of that
country, captives in Egyptian hareems, refusing their offered liberty, which all
of these cannot be supposed to have done from ignorance of the state of their
parents and other relations, or the fear of exposing themselves to poverty».

W et o3
€Often, indeed, if mutual attachment subsist between her and her master, the
situation of a concubine-slave is more fortunate than that of a wifes.
o A N L oS O LT J gy s U1l e L o 5T
RUEATRTYE RrJe-J 1 SNV BREPA SORE T JF X

The dresses of the female slavesare similar to those of the Egyptian
women».,
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tCervantes created a fictional origin for the story based upon a manuscript
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Cervantés déclare que les premiers chapitres sont tirés des «Archives de La

Manche» et le reste traduit depuis 1'arabe de I'auteur morisque Cid Hamet Ben
Engeli, I’enchanteur qui tire les ficelles de don Quichotte tout au long du

roman.
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In Jewish legends, a demon or evil spirit to whom, in the ancient rite of Yom
Kippur (Day of Atonement), a scapegoat was sent bearing the sins of the Jewish
people. Two male goats were chosen for the ritual, one designated by lots »for
the Lord, « the other »for Azazel« (Leviticus 16:8). The ritual was carried out by
the high priest in the Second Temple and is described in the Mishna. After the
high priest symbolically transferred all the sins of the Jewish people to the
scapegoat, the goat destined »for Azazel« was driven into the wildemess and
cast over a precipice to its death. Azazel was the personification of uncleanness
and in later rabbinic writings was sometimes described as a fallen angel».
ol tEncyclopedia Judica 150wl Lkl s 51y § 1AZazelY sole SIS SAuy
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Narme of the place or the »power«... to which one of the goats in the Temple

service of the Day of Atonement was sent. There is a great deal of confusion
regarding the exact meaning of the wordx.

Qe 045G OF L 1 Ju51 560 dads 0T % tjewish Encyclopediat salll 13
oo AL GBI G ST SR o BY5 et (10 Lalins O 4S5 UED 1A2) (o

198




AT Sl TN Taatepd) o+ Gl s 403550

S 16 Lt CAzaeld y Wzad e Lt 0555 ST L]y 0 pad oSO S b
lad Lo ga g ot dgall oo €y S i 3\ gl 5,020 o3 OF 0 4l ColabL
PINOTLS cad AW ot § CEncyclopedia Judica : 45 pgdd b slall 3 5lo0

3 Gl U gmhais 3 e Mo Pl y Lget o AHaBLIL )

The exact meaning of Azazel was a point of dispute already in the times of
the talmudic sages: some held that it is the name of the place to which the goat
was sent, while others believed that it was the name of some »power.«
Accordini;o the first opinion, the word Azazel is a parallel to »a land which is
cut off« (Lev. 16:22), meaning (accordi_lllﬁ to the rabbinic inlcrlprelalion) an area
of rocks and cliffs, i.e., inaccessible. The word Azazel is also interpreted as
meaning strong and hard as though it were written 11V YK, namely, hardest of the
mountains (Yoma 63b; cf. Sifra Aharei Mot 2:8; Targum Jonathan to Lev,
16:10). It does appear, however, that this is an attempt to reconcile the meaning
of the word Azazel with the actual usage in the time of the Second Temple,
namely to bring the goat 10 a cliff and to push it over. The interpretation does
not quite fit the written form of the word ?TRIY. The second opinion, which
sees Azazel as a supernatural power, also treats the word as though it were
written ‘?RII!}. This opinion is based on Leviticus (16:8): »One lot for the Lord
and the other lot for Azazel,« i.e., just as the first goat is set aside for the Lord
so the second is set aside for Azazel, Azazel being  parallel to the Lord (cf. P
Re ch. 46, p- 111a). God gets a bumnt offering while Azazel gets a sin offering.
This view is reinforced bzethc widespread belief that the wilderness was the
habitat of demons (see Lev. 13:21; 34:14; esp. Lev. 17:7). The demonic
identification would indicate that the original purpose of the ritual was to get rid
it to its original sources.
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Such was Hypatia, as articulate and eloquent in speaking as she was prudent
and civil in her deeds. The whole city rightly loved her and worshipped her in a
remarkable way, but the rulers of the city from the first envied her, somethin
that often happened at Athens too. For even if philosophy itself had perished,
nevertheless, its name still seems magnificent and venerable to the men who
exercise leadership in the state. Thus it happened one day that C‘\;rril. bishop of
the opposition sect {i.e. Christianity] was passing by Hypatia's house, and he
saw a great crowd of people and horses in front of her door. Some were
arriving, some departing, and others standing around. When he asked why there
was a crowd there and what all the fuss was about, he was told by her followers
that it was the house of Hypatia the philosopher and she was about to greet
them. When Cyril learned &'ls he was 5o struck with envy that he immediately
began plotting her murder and the most heinous form of murder at that. For
when Hypatia emerged from her house, in her accustomed manner, a throng of
merciless and ferocious men who feared neither divine punishment nor human
revenge attacked and cut her down, thus committing an outrageous and
disgraceful deed against their fatherland. The Emperor was angry, and he would
have avenged her had not Aedesius been bribed. Thus the Emperor remitied the
punishment onto his own head and family for his descendant paid the price. The

memory of these events is still vivid among the Alexandnians.

Ecclesiastical 24l § doadl By Ll e oo ylll Bl 2 - b | o8 -
THistory

There was a woman at Alexandria named Hypatia, daughter of the
Philosopher Theon, who made such attainments in Jiterature and science, as to
ar surpass all the philosophers of her own time. Having succeeded to the school
of Plato and Plotinus, she explained the principles of philosophy to her auditors,
many of whom came from a distance to receive her insiructions. On account of
the self-possession and ease of manner, which she had acquired in consequence
of the cultivation of her mind, she not unfrequently appeared in public in
presence of the magistrates. Neither did she feel abashed in going to an
assembly of men. For all men on account of her extraordinary dignity and virtue
admired her the more. Yet even she fell victim to the political l!"ealousy which at
that time prevailed. For as she had frequent interviews with Orestes, it was
calumniously reported among the Christian gopu]ace, that it was she who
prevented Orestes from being reconciled to the bishop. Some of them, therefore,

224



| o G Gat € G g 1k 300

hurried away by a fierce and bigoted zeal, whose ringleader was a reader named
Peter, waylaid her returning home, and dragging her from her carriage, they
took her fo the church called Caesarenm, where they completely stripped her,
and then murdered her with tiles. After tearing her body in pieces, they took her
mangled limbs to a place called Cinaron, and there burnt them. This affair
brought not the least opprobrium, not only upon Cyril, but also upon the whole
Alexandrian church. And surely nothing can be farther from the spirit of
Christianity than the allowance of massacres, fights, and transactions of that
sort. This happened in the month of March during Lent, in the fourth year of
%ﬁ]'s episcopate, under the tenth consulate of Honorius, and the sixth of
eodosius».
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Je suppose que Mme Dacier eiit été la plus belle femme de Paris, et que.
dans la querelle des anciens et des modernes, les carmes cussent prétendu que le
me de la Magdeleine, compos€ par un carme, était infiniment supérieur 2
omere, et que c’était une impiété atroce de préférer I'Iliade a des vers d'un
moine; je suppose que 1"archevéque de Paris elit pris le parti des carmes contre
le gouverneur de la ville, geaxﬁsan de la belle Mme Dacier, et qu’il et excité les
carmes & massacrer cette beile dame dans I’église de Notre-Dame, et 2 la trainer
toute nue et toute sanglante dans la place M%ubert; il n’y a personne qui n’eiit
dit que 1'archevéque de Paris aurait fait une fort mauvaise action, dont i! aurait
di} faire p£nitence.

Voila précisément 1'histoire d'Hypatie. Elle enseignait Homere et Platon
dans Alexandrie, du temps de Théodose II. Saint Cyrille déchaina contre elle la
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populace chrétienne: c'est ainsi que nous le racontent Damascius et Suidas:
¢’est ce que prouvent évidemment les plus savants hommes du siécle, tels que
Brucher, La Croze, Basnage, etc.; c’est ce qui est exposé trés judicieusement
dans le grand Dictionnaire encyclopédique, 4 |’article Eclectisme.

Un homme, dont les intentions sont sans doute trés bonnes, a fait imprimer
deux volumes contre cet article de I'Encyclopédie.

_Encore une fois, mes amis, deux tomes contre deux pages, c’est trop, Je vous
I'ai dit cent fois, vous mulup_hez trop les étres sans nécessit€. Deux lignes
contre deux tomes. voila ce qu il faut. N'écrivez pas méme ces deux lignes.

Je me contente de remarquer que saint Cyrille était homme, et homme de
parti; qu’il a pu se laisser trop emporter 4 son zéle; que quand on met les belles
dames toutes nues, ce n'est pas pour les massacrer; que saint Cyrille a sans
doute demandé€ pardon a Dieu de cette action abominable, et que je prie le pére
des miséyicordes d’avoir pitié de son ame. Celui qui a écrit les deux tomes
contre I'Eclectisme me fait aussi beaucoup de pitié.

rAWN gt e anly) 3 oW e azs Jjeas L]

A dark wave of men rushed from the ambuscade surged up round the car....
swept forward ... she had disappeared! and as Philammon followed breathiess,
the horses galloped past him madly homeward with the empty carriage.

Whither were they dragging her? To the Caesareum, the Church of God
Himself? Impossible! Why thither of all places of the earth? Why did the mob,
increasing momentarilfr t;_y hundreds, pour down upon the beach, and return
brandishing flints, shells, fragments of pottery?

She was upon the church steps before he caught them up, invisible among
the crowd; but he could track her by the fragments of her dress, Where were her
ay pupils now? Alas! they had barricaded themselves shamefully in the
useum, at the first rush which swept her from the door of the lecture-room.

Cowards! he would save her!

And he struggled in vain to pierce the dense mass of Parabolani and monks,
who, mingled with the fishwives and dock-workers, leaped and yelled around
their victim. But what he could not do another and a weaker did--even the little
porter. Furiously--no one knew how or whence--he burst up as if from the
ground in the thickest of the crowd, with knife, teeth, and nails, like a venomous
wild-cat tearing his way towards his idol. Alas! he was torn down himself
rolled over the steps, and lay there half dead in an agony of weeping, as
Philammon sprang up past him into the church.

Yes. On into the church itself! Into the cool dim shadow, with its fretted
pillars, and Jowering domes, and candies, and incense, and blazing aitar, and
gat pictures looking from the walls athwant the gorgeous gloom. And right in

nt, above the altar, the colossal Christ watching unmoved from off the wail,
His right hand raised to give a blessing--or a curse’

On, up the nave, fresh shreds of her dress strewing the holy paver[')enl--ur
the chancel steps themselves--up to the altar—right underneath the great still

Christ: and there even those hell-hounds paused.
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She shook herself free from her tormentors, and springing back, rose for one
moment 10 her full height, naked, snow-white against the dusky mass around--
shame and indignation in those wide clear eyes, but not a stain of fear. With
one hand she clasped her golden locks around her; the other long white arm was
stretched upward toward the great still Christ appealing--and who dare say in
vain?--from man to God. Her lips were opened to speak: but the words that
should have come from them reached God's ear alone; for in an instant Peter
struck her down, the dark mass closed over her again... and then wail on wail,
long, wild, ear-piercing, rang along the vaultedroofs, and thrilled like the
trumpet of avenging angels through Philammon's ears.

Crushed against a pillar, unable to move in the dense mass, he pressed his
hands over his ears. He could not shut out those shrieks! When would they
end? What in the name of the God of mercy were they doing? Tearing her
piecemeal? Yes, and worse than that.

And still the shrieks rang on, and still the great Christ looked down on
Philammon with that calm, intolerable eye, and would not tum away. And over
His head was written in the rainbow, ‘I am the same, yesterday, to-day, and for
ever!" The same as He was in Judea of old, Philammon? Then what are these,
and in whose temple? And he covered his face with his hands, and longed to

die.
It was over. The shrieks had died away into moans; the moans to silence.
How long had he been there? An hour, or an eternity?

Thank God it was over! For her sake--but for theirs? But they thought not
of that as a new cry rose through the dome.

'To the Cinaron! Bumn the bones to ashes! Scatter them into the sea!l’ And
the mob poured past him again...

He turned to flee; but, once outside the church, he sank exhausted, and la
upon the steps, watching with stupid horror the glaring of the fire, and the mo

who leaped and yelled like demons round their moloch sacrifice.

A hand grasped his arm; he looked up; it was the porter.

'And this, young butcher, is the Catholic and apostolic Church?'

'No! Eudaimon, it is the church of the devils of hell"' And gathering himself
up, he sat upon the steps and buried his head within his hands. He would have
given life itself for the power of weeping: but his eyes and brain were hot and

dry as the desert.

Eudaimon looked at him a while. The shock had sobered the poor fop for
once.
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'I did what I could to die with her" said he.

'I did what I could to save her! answered Philammon.

' know it. Forgive the words which 1 just spoke. Did we not both

4
love her?

And the little wretch sat down by Philammon's side, and as the blood dripped
from his wounds upon the pavement, broke out into a bitter agony of human
tears.

There are times when the very intensity of our misery is a boon, and kindly
stuns us till we are unable to torture ourselves by thought.

And so it was with Philammon then. He sat there, he knew not how long.

'She is with the gods,' said Eudaimon at last,

'She is with the God of gods,' answered Philammon; and they both were
silent again».
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En mars 415, elle meurt lapidée en pleine rue par des chrétiens fanatiques
ui Jui reprochaient d'empécher la réconciliation entre le patriarche Cyrille
‘Alexandrie et le préfet romain Oreste a la suite de conflits sanglants entre

diverses communautés religieuses d'Alexandrie. D'aprés l'historien chrétien
Socrate le Scolastique:

«Contre elle alors s’arma la jalousie ; comme en effet elle commengait a
rencontrer assez souvent Oreste, cela déclencha contre elle une calomnie chez le
peuple des chrétiens, selon laquelle elle était bien celle qui empéchait des
relations amicales entre Oreste et I’évéque. Et donc des hommes excités, a la
téte desquels se trouvait un certain Pierre le lecteur, montent un complot contre
elle et guettent Hypatie qui rentrait chez elle : la jetant hors de son siége, ils la
trainent A 1'église qu’on appelait le Césareum, et I’ayant dépouillée de son
vétement, ils la frappérent a coups de tessons ; I’ayant systématiquement mise
en piéces, ils chargdrent ses membres jusqu'en haut du Cinardn et les
anéantirent par le feu. Ce qui ne fut pas sans porter atteinte 3 I'image de Cyrille
et de I’Eglise d’ Alexandrie ; car c'était tout 2 fait génant, de la part de ceux qui
se réclamaient du Christ que des meurtres, des bagarres et autres actes
semblables. Et cela eut lieu la quatritme année de 1'épiscopat de Cyrille, la
dixie¢me année du régne d’Honorlus, la sixi#me du régne de Théodose, au mois

de mars, pendant le Carémo.
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«Third person limited point of view is a method of slorirlteiling in which the
narrator knows only the thoughts and feelings of a single character, while other
characters are presented exiernally. Third person grants a writer more freedom
than first person, but less than third person omniscient», An omniscient narrator
has omniscient knowledge of time, people, places and events; a limited narrator,
in contrast, may know absolutely everything about a single character and every
piece of knowledge in that character’s mind, but it is «limited» to that character-
-that is, it cannot describe things unknown to the focal character», «Even when
an author chooses to tell a narrative through omniscient narration, s/he will
sometimes (or even for the entire tale) limit the perspective of the narrative to
that of a single character, choosing for example only to narrate the inner
thoughts of that one character. The narrative is still told in third-person (unlike
first-person narration); however, it is clear that it is, nonetheless, being told
through the eyes of a single character. A famous example of this form of
narration is James Joyce's «The Dead» (in Dubliners). A narrative can also shift
among various third-person-limited narrations».
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His reign was without question a glorious one, ushering in, as it did, the
palmy daxs of literature, science, and philosophy. He was himself addicted to
poetry... At his Court were munificently entertained men of science and letters,
poets, physicians, and philosophers. Besides philologists and arians, it
was the age also of the collectors of tradition, such as the great Bokhari, and of
historians, as Al-Wakidi to whom we owe the most trustworthy biography of
the Prophet; and of Doctors of the law, as Esh-Shafi'i and Ibn Hanbal. Moreover
Jews and Christians were welcome at the Court not only for their own learning,
but as versed both in the Arabic tongue and in the language and literature of
Greece. The Monasteries of Syria, Asia Minor, and the Levant were ransacked
for manuscripts of the Greek philosophers, historians, and geometricians. These,
with vast labour and erudition, were translated into Arabic; and thus the
leamning of the West was made accessible 1o the Muslim world. Nor were their
efforts confined to the rgi)roductjon of ancient works; in some directions they
extended also to original research. An Observatory, reared on the plain of
Tadmor, furnished materials for the successful study of astronomy and
geometry. In other walks of literature, we have books of Travel and History,
and, above all, of Medicine; while much attention was paid to the less practical,
but more popular, branches of astrology and alchemy. It was through the
labours of these learned men that the nations of Europe, then shrouded in the
darkness of the Middle Ages, became again accmajnted with their own proper
but forgotten patrimony of Grecian science and philosophy.

i & The Interational Standard Bible Encyclopedia® s \EGYPT? 35\l (35
b ol (S ol LYl 55 2T ) by Loy nae O
o by oS el O galll 6 e 3 e O 6l o gl W -
RTRREN) [ PLE P Rl VAR TP
By about 800 AD a strong government was established from Bagdad, and
Egypt rapidly advanced. In Ellace of being the most impoverished country it

became the richest land of the Mediterranean. The great period of medieval
Egypt was under the guidance of the Mesopotamian civilization, 800-969 AD.
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Bakr’s courageous novelistic exploration of 3 : ¢oM.\! c....L:M 02l (3 s laht
Egypt's complex relationship with its Christian (Coptic) community during the

.19th century AD
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It would be an unjust and erroneous approach to 3 1t W3 e d ool

start this historical novel with a preconceived idea that distances are covered as
easily as in our twenty-first century. | was dealing with the ninth century AD.
For example a traveller would take months--at that lime--to reach Alexandria
coming from Al-Fustat (an old quarter in Cairo) and it differs quiet a lot
whether he is riding a horse, a mule, or travelling on his foot. We mustn't think

fthat it was a picnic taking two hours as it is in the twenty-first Century
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The whole Nile Delta was an area of swamps, 2 12 y 5515 olaizos gl 2ilS

bogs, and mud, and this in turn affected its inhabitants immensely and made
¢35+ tAn interview with Salwa Bakr) kt) tthem able swimmers
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