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xii BOOK OF LETTERS

but not altogether strange to those who, like Alfarabi, have meditated
on the many bafiling aspects of that strange book.

Alfarabi’s work hitherto was known only by its title as listed in the
bio-bibliographical literature and by a few testimonies, principally the
ones by Averroes, Maimonides, and al-Suyiitl. No copy of the original text
was known to exist until the learned Iranian scholar Sayyed Mohammed
Meshkit offered his manuscript collection as a gift to the Central Library
of the University of Tehran and the third volume of the catalogue of
this collection was published by IDr. Mohammed Taqi Déneshepajouh
in 1953 (see Fakrast, 111, Pt. I, pp. 91-95, 247-48). The valuable
information on this and other manuscript collections currently being
catalogued in Tehran has not as yet been incorporated into the biblio-
graphies of Alfarabi’s works that have been published in Western lan-
guages.

Sayyed Meshkdt, Dr, Daneshepajouh, and the staff of the Central
Library of the University of Tehran were gracious and informative,
and made my stay in Tehran in the Spring of 1965 both pleasant and
profitable. I am happy to acknowledge their advice and help in exa-
mining the unique manuscript of this work and photographing it, as
well as in the fruitless search for other copies of it in the numerous li-
braries of Tehran and Isfahan, .

The examination of the manuscript copy of the work (Meshkﬁt,
No. 339, fols. 3v-52v) revealed that it is the source of a number of refer-
ences and extracts in later authors who do not mention it as their source.
The longest of these is the fourth part of Falaquera’s Reschith Chokmah
(28.26-31.8 David), which was retranslated into Arabic and utilized
in editing the corresponding portion of the text.

I am happy to acknowledge my thanks to the Oriental Institute
of the University of Chicago, which has contributed substantially toward
my completing the research for this volume and toward its publication,

Chicago, Illinois, 1968. M. M.



PREFACE

The theme of Alfarabi’s Book of Letters (or Book of Particles, see
Introduction, pp. 34-37) is the examination of “in how many ways"
a thing is said to be. Although Alfarabi takes Aristotle’s Metaphysics
as his guide and model, he neither adheres to its traditional arrangement
nor follows any of the traditional methods of commentary. His work is a
free commentary that attempts to seize upon the method and intention
of Aristotle’s Metaphysics and develop both in new directions. Two of
these are ecspecially noteworthy. First, the discussion of the varieties
in the meaning of terms is expanded to include a number of languages
(Greek, Syriac, Persian, Soghdian, as well as Arabic) and the activity
of translating from one language into another. Second, such intriguing
remarks as those in Metaphysics A. 8. 1074a38-b14 are expanded into a
full-fledged account of the origin and development of language, religion,
and philosophy, the interaction among them, and the movement of
religion and philosophy across national and linguistic boundaries.

Students of the history of the Arabic language will immediately
recognize the importance of this work for a better grasp of the history
and meanings of scientific terms in that language. Its datc and volume,
the position of its author in the development of Arabic and Islamic
philosophy, and the paucity of other sources on this subject, suffice
to recommend it to the student of the origin and development of the
language of science in medieval Islam. Tt is necessary to point out, how-
ever, that the work is equally important for the student of premodern
linguistic theory, and theories of the origin and development of religion,
science, and philosophy. That these subjects should be discussed in the
context of a commentary on Aristotle’s Metaphysics is perhaps surprising
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THE theme of Alfarabi’s Book
of Letters (or Book of Particles, see
Introduction, pp. 34-37) is the
. examination of “in how many
. ways” a thing is said to be.
Although Alfarabi takes Aris-
}\totle’s Metaphysics as his guide
nd model, he neither adheres

its traditional arrangement
; wr follows any of the tradition-
a'l,‘, methods of commentary. His
;ﬁrk is a frce commentary that
! empts to seize upon the me-

od and intention of Aristotle’s
etaphysics and develop both in
ew direttions. Two of these are

! especially noteworthy. First, the
discussion of the varieties in the
meaning of terms is expanded to
include a number of languages
(Greek, Syriac, Persian, Soghdian,
as well as Arabic) and the acti-
vity of translating from one
language into another. Second,
such intriguing remarks as those
in Metaphysics A. 8. 1074a38-b14
""f\are expanded into a full-fledged

"account of the origin and deve-
]Rpmcnt of language, religion,
ai\d philosophy, the interaction
4sapiong them, and the move-
ﬁt of religion and philosophy
\s national and linguistic
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