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Abstract

P OETRY is not only literature but also
an historical, literary, linguistic and
cultural document. This book surveys
pre-Islamic poetry in order to examine
its treatment of clothes and attempts to
provide an idea about every garment
and its treatment in the poetry.

Many descriptions of clothes are
examined. Often clothes are mentioned
metaphorically and often the concrete
descriptions change into abstract ones.
Thus, the “thobe” can mean a wife,
home, bird, weapon, honor and so on. It
is imperative to carefully analyze the
examples in order to show their
accurate and correct signification.

As described in pre-Islamic poetry,
clothes are simple. Some are sown, such
as shirts or trousers. Others are not
sown, including “al-shamia” and “al-
khameesa” and “al-izar”. These garments
have colors, lines and simple
decorations. Clothes change and there
are additions that reflect cultural
changes that ensued, specifically in the
Abbasside period. Thus the description
of clothes of the Abbasside or later
periods is not necessarily an accurate
description of clothes of the pre-Islamic
and early Islamic and Umayyad periods,
for what was made of wool in pre-
Islamic times was made of cotton or
colored silk in the Abbasside period.

The Umayyad period can be regarded
as an extension of the pre-Islamic

period as far as its cultural and literary
aspects. Hence, this book utilizes
Umayyad examples (especially where
pre-Islamic evidence is limited or non-
existent as far as certain garments
mentioned in language and “hadith”
books.) The material used and styles of
living during the Umayyad period were
very similar to what they were during
the pre-islamic period.

This dictionary includes a description
of the garments and everything that is
related to them including the way
they're made, used, and worn.
Furthermore, necessary furnishings like
rugs, curtains, and other pieces of
furniture that were used to sit on or to
lie on are mentioned. This is done to
complement the picture presented of
garments and the way they were worn.

The introduction to the dictionary

- deals with textiles, instruments of

looming and sewing, and presents a
brief explanation of each. However,
some of the textiles take a more
prominent place in the dictionary and
these are discussed in detail since they
had an influence on the poetry and
Arab life in general. The development of
clothes in the following periods is not
pursued. There’s one exception and that
is the head gear that became an Islamic
and Arabic symbol and so it is
discussed as it was worn through the
Abbasside period.
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