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Simdi Erbil, Arab mahallesinde oturmaktaymn, daha Once ve 1957 de
Sihan’da oturuyorduk.

‘Gocuklarim  dilencilik yapmakta ve giinde 750 fils -I1Dinar arasinda
kazanmaktadirlar, bu para ile ckmek, geker. cay v.s satin alirsz,

ilk karum kagirma usulu ile evlendim, ikinci karimi normal bir sckilde
evlendim, ilk kanmdan 9erkek. 4kizim var yani ailemiz 15 kigiden ibarettir.

KARAJ oldugumuz igin hiikiimet bize niifus clizdant vermed: ve bundan
dolay: Galismaktan ve egitimden mahrum olduk, bize nfus cuzdany verilirse
askertikte yapariz ve hersey. bize verilen biitiin gérevleri yapmaga hazing.

Aduana’da akrabalarimaz var, ara swa mektiiplasiniz, vatanum olan lruki
terk edip Tirkiye'ye ddnmek istemiyoruz,

s 0
DAl a3 i ey Juot J ol B 0T Sl
$Vsh alpy v e v W LB e el Gy L VY
sy Loy st Tliver o g sty JST Jammyy o Jpud
Wty gWly Sy 0 A
VY



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

e S Lk ot Gl Blie Gl dasl g ey 3
ﬂj.a\\g:..’.-J;;' \S'QL) d)\)..\?,\“b&\ sV y uaﬂﬂ-b,,
e R R R I I R R Yo JSay Lt

oA o Bl L les U0 g Bolanh G el ST
Ladil sl b Shiwiad Jo G Ll Lovie Dl g o dedly Joal
CdA bl D et ) DT, 4 Sl

FLTIC TN IR PN PR R A
CASF AL spely G

VAA



mrnumrwy_t

S R RJ O Al ST
5 ye dama O,y St 3 ppdondll deitll J g S ULl
e R A a1 il =YY 4 Osb el Ll
NESY Ay oo o Oldines e Lbem
A ol Cals b )y dypr > oas S sde Olouzal
$ola o s e ool g I T
oL - el Lo et g3 B yoas
Olnid o S b3 e el ot U
Olser e Aaoma oyl
el RS
3 3ls (sar
o aad
Qﬂ\m ﬂm\.W
b3 o S
et 3 )

1A%



Sade ol A e Bl

slhe dasdes 345 M.u.._r...
,Nn:&. 2l 55 3 Aab
B e

S Gdna

PV

sl (Cv gl o \WC..{LY

L eL, i
NS R et > 35 fae)
(F Lot ch LB Cyn s
L)\C »Mb r-mr.lh.h Mn.bb

an> a1

A

YVYa



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

oM o el

bl ssle

O Ll Opill ol BL ol bl

e (L\.F-
Skl
Sale C_JU
ek el

I ol

Yy

e g 5318 Oledid jam W W
Spjee S OaE A p e Sy 2
ey GBIl e plee a2l
gl AU e e Olghe W Jar Dy
RV RSP XS0 IR
N e e I s
o o pln $ e JY>
S dd gl
£S5 Uy ka2
Aol 4
Dl Law ) 24 Lals
r:“"J “ (:“J i
315 Ll syl bl
IS um ke o B
ol o e Lo 25
v B
L PR L o
(s ) JWi e 3l
b ileds e Lt



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

{.Jb\ ‘,"- e O gk r..‘-l.u EPRL
‘U' \’“"L"' L €5 Dompne
v\u‘ u&‘ IO plas R
ol b Blde (63 gar Np R
rl’,- c’L& U\’-Jj k.&?b C\Jm LM 5}....“
Al s ol e Jlue Al bl s e
Al ol 2y
c.)U ry'\.{ &;),5
Al s sle
JL-.?‘.”’-U CJLP@.) Jl’-J-A;.f_J.Q}- db-ﬂd)_)
r_h\j‘ 54._..’-)
9y - “L“’JJ.}""" JWQL‘J r,(ﬂd&.l..}-f
e e
¢LL up ] éL& _)le\.w .)L:’_- is‘:Ju- .JL_J:.J‘-JJ\
¢ il b A Aodiy gl
ilaas gl tlaas 841 Ll g
Je 0bue S s by plo g
A ps 4y b
33400 Jor P pas By VIl
| Al

Yyy



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

e @Y e deas Sewsbaw

Sadesl e e S Ol ggp) e
Mo gy @l
S 4 g

GE S0P WP O s L i Lo

A dar et Ol 4o Olgans Lileadl

«E» J’JA

prlosuey il Sl gras 00, gl UPL dwbs il

....... o el

........ C);A.—Q

e aall

¢ o, A S e v

¢ ol Lt s Lol il o7l Q1365 3 0 087 —A
i i 5 g olidll a9

Yo L.—UJ.LH CJ) ,,,,,,,,,,, g g,.)f:.,;‘}‘__.\b
AU A K o WP (Y P i | QS

e, ,‘Y“}ai&fsﬁj\ ........ iﬁf-ﬁiﬂbwub.\ﬂ‘&w\f

yyy



Thus they have become a section of the foreigners residing in lrag, to the
effect that they are not entitled to property, to practise paid occupations,
to hold government posts, to enjoy free Education- Hence the illiteracy rate
has mounted to 95 .5 i/in the gypsies, and to 97.45 7, in the karaj.

Social discrimination is a serving problem to the Gypsies and the karaj ¢
Then there is the deviation of certain families ¢ especially in the gypsies, to
prostitution , in consequence of their contact with the Iragi courtezans :
Furthermore, they suffer from the problems incidental to married life e.g.
divorce, the tribal (conventions) and their too frequent litigation rescrt to
the police and their breach of peace or security,

Such problems may be overcome , through submitting useful suggestion
to the authorities and social alternation of their pattern of life, There isdoubt
that their naturalization is one of the foremost obligations of the state, since
that would be an assertion of their equality to the rest of the nationals
(in rightsand obligations alike).The state ought as well to secure work
to them, to grant them the right to own property, to help them in the sphere
of family organization , and to educating them in accordence with the stste
socialist policy .

There should te also control of the Iraqi familes, practice of inviting
the gypsies , their private celebration to dancing and singing cermonies
Finally the state should arrange information campaigns promoting reform
in the economic and social sphere of the life of gypsies and the karaj .

The state ought as well to promote a more liberal outlook, by the
unlightened Iraqgi , upon the said communities .
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nomadic gypsy families often travel in an irregular manner; unlike the case
withthe Karaj whosetravel is regular as seen in the mountainous area every
summer . :

As fortheeconomic activity, the study revealed that the gypsies and the
Karaj practise sundry occupations with a view to earing their bread.
Certain of such occupations are peculiar to the gypsies e.g. Dancing and
singing. Other occupations are peculiarto the Karaj such as making sieves
(gorbals), baskets, bricklaying. teethrepair,shoe-tanning, making sieves
Some activites are common to both like grocery, car-driving blacksmithing
and solicting. Generally, these activities are characterized by certain
features viz,

(1) They are not eligible by the communities which accomodate them .

(2) They are primitive, and inherited by the forthcoming generation, within,
- the same family .

(3) They do not require any outstanding skill or experience .

(4) They are periodical, flourish in one season, and fade away in the others .
This has all been reflected in their low income, and standard of living .
For the average monthly income to the Gypsy is eight Dinars. Such figu-
res are much below the average monthly income of the Iraqi national .
who gets 29 Dinars per month (in 1976).1n this respect, the study revealed

. three economic layers of sociéty.
1. Anindigent class: 50 9/ of the Gypsies families and 84 ; of the karaj
. families

2. An opulent class, comprising 15 %of the Gypsies and 1.3%of the karaj
This is the influential class, by virtue of its wealth.

3. Amiddle class, comprising 1.3 %of the gypsy families and 14.1% of
the karaj families. ‘,
Generally, the gypsies and the karaj have to face nuincfous ‘diﬂ' iculti-
es, foremost among which is the attainment of the Iragi nationality.



are all centrifugal from the nomadi¢ patternof life and are incentive to.
settled For instance there are First: thestrict security control of their
encampments; Secondly :; the indigence suffered by the normal labour
families, since the production supply was no longer ableto cope with the
demands of life; Thirdly : the collaps of rclations between the gypsies and
the feudalists at the heels of the enforcement of the Agrarian Reform
staute, No. 30(1958); Fourth: the lack of security inthe Northern Region,.
prior to the proclamation of the manifest of 11 March 1970,

Then there are the centripetal factors including a settled life. Firstly the
consolidation of the relatigns between the gypsies and the Urban population;
Secondly, their intrinsic propersity to settled life; Thirdly; the state policy,
which aims at the settlement of the nomadic families.

As for the geographical distribution in the settlement areas, it has been
found that the gypsies reside in six settlements.viz. (1)Kamaliya in Baghdad.
(2) the laBoratories quarter (Tarab quarter) in Zobeir,{(3) Sahaji in Mosul.
(4) Abu Tararid in Diwariya, (5)'Ottoman Amiriyya in Nasiriyya,.(6) the
Western Sharakah in Samawah.

As for the Karaj it has been found that the Urban population there of consti-
tute 72.2 % of the total Karaj settlers. They consentrate in Duhuk, Mosul,
Kirkuk,Eribl,Sumail, and Singar Theremaining27. 8% of the Karaj settlers
are rural communities practisity agriculture in the settlements of Sulaq,Baath
Adnaniya. Generally speaking dwelling places, (with the exeption of th¢ rural
settle ments are characterized by ahighly dense population, who lack hygi-
enic instalments.

The field study revealed that the nomadic gypsies are dispersed in the
two governorates of Baghdad and Diala. The corresponding sector of the
Karaj are dispessed throughout three governorates, viz. Duhok, Ta’mim and
Nineveh. Furthermore, a few gypsy and Karaj families combine alterantely
the two patterns of settlement and migration,according to economic status.
ensuing each of the two patterns of life. It has also been noted that the semi-.



Arabic, The gypsies, furthermore hiave the consiousness of the Arab nationa-
lity, wheras the Karaj, they partly sympathise with the Kurdish nationality
whereas other belong to the Turkish Nationality ..

As for their numbers, the-gypeies amount to 5569 individuals, whereas
the Karaj number 2569, according to the census of 1976 . The study also.
revealed the facts about their geographical distribution . First the gypsies
and the Karaj are dispersed through most of the countries governorates ,.
Secondly the gypsies are concentrated mainly in the southern and central
governorates, like Basra, Baghdad, Qadisiyya, Dhi-Qar, Muthanna, these
comprise 87,5 % of the total number of gypsies. The Karaj,.on the other hand,,
are concentrated in the northern Governorates, for'97.8 %of them have been
found to settle in Duhuk, Ninevah, Arbil, Tamim and Sulaymaniyya. The
distribution is due to certain reasons: Adminstrative, economic and social,

It has been noted as well that their rate of growth is not the same among
the two: for the gypsies grow at the rate of 28.9 per thousand, wheras it is
34.57 per thousand in the Karaj, theexplanation being that there is less fertil-
ity in the gypsies than in the Karaj. Furthermore, the gypsies, unlike the
the Karaj, use contraceptives, Divorce in addition, is more frequent in the
gypsy communities. As for the sexual structure, it has been found that the
sex ratio in the gypsies in 100.6 whereasit is in the karaj, only 97, This is due
to the variable of births, deaths and migration.

The study revealed as well, three patterns of settlement in the gypsies
and the Karaj in the conutry. These patterns are as follows:

1. The settlers; who constitute 85.7% of the total gypsy population, and.
79% of the total Karaj population: ..

2. The Nomads, who constitute 7% of the total gypsy population and
8.5% of the total Karaj population.

3, Semi Nomads who constitute 3.6 %, of the total number of gypsies and
12. 5% of the total number of Karaj..

The propersity of the gypsies and the Karaj to settle permanently is

due to certain centripetal factors: adminstrative, economic, and social. They

3]



Synopsis

This paper is a study of the Gypsies and the*Karaj"in Irag-as a research
in applied social Geography. The paper comprises an introduction and four
chapters. It reveals the multiplicity of views s to their denomination, and
thier origin. It has been found highly probable that the appellation Kauuole
is ultimately derived from Cabul the capital of Aphganistan, Asfor Karaj it
isa Turkish word applied to ashameless rake,

The resources shows it higly probable that the Kauuolia belong originally
to Indian ribe of Lore, Subsequently they migrated to Iraq in small success-
ive waves, the first ofthere arriving in al-Madain (from India) during the
regin of the Sasanite King Bahram Gur in the first half of the Fifth Centurty
A.D; whereas the last wave of migrators filed from 1ran after the 18th
century. Furthermore,the field study revealed that the Gypsis are medley of
sundry groups which had abandant mixed with many communities, befor as
well as after their arrival to settle in Iraq.

There were cross alliances between the Arabs, the Kurd, the Persians
and the Turks (on the one land ) and the gypsies ( on the other). Allthencame
live peacefully together. (This is in agreement with the conclussions of the
Orientalist Thomas Actor who argued that the Gypsies were a heterogenous
group of humanity, nota homogenous onedescending from the same origion.
However the gypsies have had a cultural permanency which contributed to
their surrival as a destinct communiy that preserved their fundamental chara-
cter, The same is applicable to Karaj, for the present writer has the conviction
that they are a medley of anthropological groups, like the Arabs, the Kurds
and other communities arriving in Iraq from Turkey and Iran, during eras
which cannot be identified with accuracy. This has been reflected in the
Ethrological features of the gypsies and the Karaj; for the gypsies have their
peculiar language which consists of persian wordsand dialects coming down
from Iranian or Aryan origins.The Karaj,on the contrary,speak the langu-~
age of the communities amongst which they live viz.Kurdish. Turkish and
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