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Verbs in and by themselves are substantival and have significance, .
for he who uses such expressions arrests the hearer's mind, and fixes
his attention; bul they do nol, as they stand, express any judgement,
elther positive or negetive, For neither are ‘to be’ and * not fo
be’ and the participle *being' significant of any fact, unless something
is added; for they do not themaelves {ndicate unything, but Imply
& copulation, of which we cannot form & concepiion apart from the
things coupled .
The words “to be’ and “uot to be’ ;1 1 b ¢ Bdghill sl b
gre here regarded in thelr strictly copulative sense.
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Every aenfence has meaning, not a8 being the natural means

by which a physical faculfy is reslised, but, a8 we have said,
by convention.
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The primary formal division of judgements s into aifirmative and
cegative . Affirmation and negation are for the most psrt treated
as co - ordinte, buf occasionly affirmation is described as prior fo
negation , Aristotie does not mean that it I8, psychologically prior.

Negation is not the rejection of a previous affirmaton. It s the
relection of & suggested connexion, ..
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Every proposition must contain m verb or the ; Edghill .7 0,4

.tense of @ verb. The phrage which defines the species * man’, il no
verb in present, past, or future time be added, is not a proposition .
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Indeed there are definitive qualifications besides this : Edghill
which we make to meet the ecasuistries of sophists,
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Of all the things which exist some are such fhat they cannot
be pradicated of snything else truly and univemally, e. g. Cleon
and Callias, 4, 8. the {ndividual and sensible, but other things mey
be predicated of them {for sach of these is bolh man snd animel).
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Of such corresponding positive and negative propositions ss
refer to tniverssls aud have 8 universsl character, one must be
true and the other false.
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We see that In a pair of this sort both propositions : Edghill 37
cannot be true, but the contradictories of & pair of contraries can
sometimes both be true with reference fo the same subject; for
instance ‘nof every man is white’ and ‘some men are white’
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An affirmation i3 opposed to a denial in the : Edghill & 73,8 ==
sense which I denote by the term ‘contradictory’ when, while the
subject remainy the same, the affirmation is of universal charecter
and the denia] is not.
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In thie chapter, as Pacius points out, Aristoile deals with
four possible theorles as to contradictory proposliions concerning
the fature : {1} that both are irne; this he refuten, 18234 —9,
by implication, {(2) thaet one is true and the other false dstermin -
ately; this he deals with at length; (3) that both are false; this he
dismisses, 18 b 16 -.23;(4) that one 8 true and the other faise,

== indeferminately; this last he commmends, 19 a 23 -b 4,
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Aristotle is here struggling -~ not very successfully — with
the notion of the copula. He Is aware of the distinction between the

existential snd the copulative is, but he has a8 yet no very clear
{dea of thelr relstion .
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A%, Not—man is just B?, Not--man is not just
D", Not—man-is not got—just C’, Notwwman is not—just
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il &’ agit de savolr aid’ une négation déterminée, on pent
régutierdment tirer une affirmation Indéterminde. Asrlstole répond

gue cela se peut dang les propositiona individuelies .
+ Edghill 2 7 it
It is evident, also, that when the subject is individual, if
& question is asked and the negailve answer Is the frue one, a cerain
positive proposition is slsotrue. Thus, if the question were asked
‘Is Socrates wise ?’ and the negative answer were the frue one,
the positive inference ‘Then Socrates is nnwise’ is correct.
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Aristotle really begs the question here, when he gtates that
¢ white is not man' s the denisl of *man is white’, Paclus explaing
that *man is not white * and *man {s white’ are in exactly the same
"relation each to each =s *while i3 not man® and *man s white,?
and that therefore ‘white i3 not man’ and *man is not white’
are identical . This seems fair, butf is in Hself sufficient {o prove
the point at issue at once. The argument of the whole, therefore,
is unnecessarily complicated ,
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Fot when it 1s impossible ttiat a thing shouid be, it is necessary,
not that it shonid be, but ihsi it should not be, and when it {s
imposaibie that a thing should not be, it is necessary that it should
be. Thus, if the propositidns predicating impossibility or hon —
impossibility follow without change of subject from those predicating
possibility or non -~ possibility, those, predicating necessity must
follow with the conirary subject; for the proposiions * it in
impossible” and #it is necessary” afe not equivalent, but, ag has
been said, inversely contecied.
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Just ag; if the species tiay be predicated of & cerinin thing,
the genus or universal may also be predicated, so, i necessity is
prediceted of an event, possibility may rlso be predicated, provi-
ded that sense of the word which includes the negative possibility
be rejecied, :
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The argunent {s this : the necessary is actual,
the necessary is also a first principle, 1- e- eternal,
that which is eternal is prior,
,% the actual is prior to ithe potential.
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It is an error to suppose that judgements sre to be defined a8
contrary in virtue of the fact that they have conirary subjects.
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To fancy that contrary judgements are those that have contrary
subjcts I8 to take an erroneous view . .
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Thase judgements must rather be fermed contrary fo the
true judgements, in which error is present. Now these judgements
are those which are concerned with the starling points of generation,
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therefore crror is a liké transilion.
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